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ÞT he Preface. 


HE Attempts hitherto to Expound the Viſion of the 
laying and riſing of the WITNESSES, 
have proved ſo unſucceſiful, as may well heighten 
the general Prejudice againit Prophecies, to be pe- 

culiar again#t the Expounding that Vifton. Tet I having fixed 
the Time of the expiring of the 1260 days on ſuch Reaſons a: 
ſeem to me very cogent, and which make the ſlaying and riſing 
of the Witneſſes at the end of thoſe Prophetick days, peculiar!» 
to concern this Nation, and the falling thereon of the Tent/ 
Part of the City, to reſpett our | 0-99 Times, and ſo to be of 
great import to us to be rightly anderſtood, I cannot excuſe 
my ſelf from making my Expoſition publick, tho' I am ſenſible 
of a greater Prejudice againſt it than that mentioned. 

For to make the Reſtauration here in the Tear 1660 to be 
the flaying the Witneſſes, and thereby the Party that was then 
prevailed againſt, and have fince continued Difſenters to bs the 
Witneſſes, muſt ſurely be very ſurprizing to the Church of 
England Party, who reckon her the Chief of the Reformed 
Churches. But the Diſcourſe it ſelf does, I hops, yield ſufficient 
Reaſon for my /o doing, and to lefſen the Prejudice avainſt it, 
I ſhall here add, 7 hat ail of the Diſjenting Party are not theres 
fore to be reputed Witneſſes, nor all of the Oppoſit e Par ty are 
therefore to be excluded from verng Witneſſes. Fer man) may 
upon various motives and occaſrons be fallea in with that Party 
which is the Witneſſes, and yet not be of the Spirtt of Truth, 
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ſo as to be really of them. And likewiſe many, whilſt involved 
with the Oppoſite 'Party, may keep their hearts ſo i with 


God, in >: gpmay the Truth, ſo far as the ſtate and circum. 
ſtances they are in do admit thereof, as in ſome meaſure to aff 


the part of Witneſſes, and againſt the politick Intereſt of that 
Party, which they cannot, or are not yet required of God to free 
as ptr from Communion with, Men therefore are not (o 
much to be judged of by the Party they hold Communion with, 
as by the part they aft in ſo doing. For they may ſo have the 
Kingdom of Heaven within them, as indeed to perform the 
duty of Witneſſes, whilſt, as to Outer Communion they conti- 
we of the oppoſite Party. And it ſeems by that ſaying, Comc 
out of her my PEOPLE, that ye be not Partakers of 
her Sins, and: that ye receive not of her Plagues, Rev. 1%. 
that the People of God may upon a worſe Account continue in 
Outer Communion with the Babylonian or Antichriſtian Party, 
but then it appears alſo, how perillous is their ſo doing, 

The Uſefulneſs of my Expoſition will be a further leſſening 
the prejudice againſt it. For it appearing thereby that the Re- 
Raxration was the ſlaying the Witneſſes, we ſee then, 1 hat the 
Zealous Party of the late Times bad more cauſe to excite their 
Zeal, than their Adverſaries were aware of, and alſo that the 
tame Party continuing ſince Diſſenters, had- the like for their 
Separation, being that in both they bave but done the Duty of 
Witneſſes ; which will much leſſen the great prejudice againſt 
them, and Fealouſies of them, and the Divifon and T roubles 
occaſioned thereby ; and alſo will make us ſenſible how need(ul 
it is, to have all Cauſes of Enmity aboliſhed, all Partition-walls 
broken donn, that the Sheep of the good Shepherd may unite in- 


te ene true Chriſtian Fold under Him, by obſerving all thoſe ' 


Things which he hath commanded, ( without corrupting the 
Truth with the Doftrines and Precepts of Men) and ſo may 
find Him always with them to the end of the World. Where: 
by the riſen Witnefſes having now attained to the Philadel« 
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phian State ' of having .an open Door ſet before them which 


no-man can ſhur, ,may'further.-advance that State among as, 
by becoming united in Brotherly-kindneſs and Chriſtian Com- 
mezon, with thoſe with whom they have been hitherto at wa- 


riance, and ſo the falling of the Tenth Part of the City, and' 


the ſettling us in that State, may be together fulfilled with as. 
And-it appearing by my Expoſition, that our late Revola- 
tion-was in order. to the introducing fo happy a Change, as that 
ſynified by the: Fall of the Tenth, Part of the City, it gives 
wa proſpett of a happy Ijſhe . qut of. out preſent Troubles, 


however they be yet prolonged ; and alſo gives us to under- 


ſtand, that we are acceſſary to their continuance whilſt we are 
reluffant againſt that Change, or are wanting of a. due further- 
ing and promoting the ſame. And being that my Diſcourſe 
tends. only to undeceive us, in our too highly prizing our ſtate 
bitherto, in order to the preparing us for a much» happier ſtate 
approaching, ſuch as muſt needs be deſirable to every good Chri- 
tian; and ſurely ſhould not be unwelcome to others alſo, conſi- 
daring that our preſent Diſtractions have ſo. little. Proſpett of 
Settlement otherwaies, 1 hope it's a ſufficient Apology for the free- 
dam I. have taken, in making out the Truth of. my Expaſition. 

I have added a- Poſt-ſcript concerning the great Controver/ie 
about the Duty of Alleziance, occaſtoned by our late Revolution, 
Which being a wonderful. Work of Providence, d:/igned for the 
great end { have mentioned, 1 have endeavoured to clear it 
from that ill Imputation which ſome Llemiſh it with, who by 
onteſting the Rightfulneſs and, Legality of it, raiſe the ſaid 
Controverſie. Enough bath been ſaid to vindicate the Legality 
of it, according to the Conſtitution of the Government, thoug hb 
that be needleſs for juſtifying it, when it appears to be a work 
if Provideace proceeding from God s Will and Concurrence to it. 
And if all Changes of Government are thus wrought by Flim, as 
vill appear by my Poſtſcript, than mach rather ſo are ſuch 
Changes as this, which is of ſo good tendency as diſproves its 
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proceeding from the Evil One. But ſome have ſo little Be. 
lief of God's Providence in governing the World, that they will 
not admit of it but" with" Jjuch limitation as is next to the ex. * 
cluding it. Mis changing Times and Seafons, and removing 
Kings and ſetting up Kings, they will not allow of, otherwiſe 
than in a legal ceurſe, wnlzſs by expreſs Nomination or Revelz. 
tion; and fo, manifold great Changes which God makes in the 
Governments of the World, to the end that Men may know 
that the moſt High Ruleth'in the 'Kingdom of Men and 
giveth it to whom he will ; heing that, Becauſe they have 
no Changes, therefore they fear not God, are excluded by 
ſuch Men you being the Works of Providence, though they are 
more peculiarly fo than thoſe they allow to be ſo, and more ſerve 
God's end in making ſuch Changes. 

But the ſo Uimitting the Pro videwce of God in his working 
Changes in' the Governments of the World, proceeds not only 
from a flow Belief of what Scripture does teach thereof, but 
alſo ſignifies little Inſight into- the State of the oppoſite King- 
doms of Chrift and the Devil in the-World', the conflict between 
which, and the decree of God" to put the Powers of the one wun- 
der the Feet of the other, are the main occaſions of his making 
ſuch Changes, by which he purſues the fulfilling his decree, as 
well as awakens in men a fear of him. I have therefore given 
fome brief Account of the Riſe and State of thoſe Kingdoms 
in the World, driving on to that happy Tſſne of the great c01- — 
flitt between them; whereby the great works of F rovidence for of no 
accompliſhing the fame, may be contemplated with better Tud's- down ©: 
ment, than blindly to be cenſured as Aiſmal works of darkneſs, farmer 
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Slaying and Riſing 


WITNESSES, &:. 


1 


e time of the Propheſying of the Witnelles being cex- 
tain, ?/Z.. 1260 Prophetick days, which are © many 
yezrs ; If we can find out the beginning of their Pro- 
pheſying, it 'will diſcover alſo the time of their 
finiſhing the ſame, and of the Slaying and Riſing of 
them thereon. _ But 1 muſt firſt note. a miſtake in Expoſitors in 
mking the. 1260 days. of_their Propheſying, and the -Womans 
bode:1n the Wilderneſs, to be' Synchronal with-the 42 Months 
of the” cantinuanee of the Ten-horned-beaſt,-and the Treading 
down of the Outer-Court 3 whenas the Commencement of the 
former does precede the latter. Thoſe times being of equal extent 
toes make. it, eaſy to fall into that miſtake, eſpecially when they 
cannot much differ in the time of their commencing, but that 
they differ therein is evideor. | :'.; 

Fir, From the continuance of the Ten-horned beaſt after the 
Witneſſes finiſbing their propheſyang.. For when they have fini- 
hed the ſame, the beaſt aſcending out of the bottomleſs-pit (which 
s the Ten-horned- beaſt ) makes war againſt them and overcomes 


them, 


, GST” +T " _ 
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th:m,&c.AIfo the ſame Bealt is to continue till the aboliſhing of the 
Antichriſtian Powers, by the battel of the great day of God Al- 
mighty at the ſeyenth Trumpet, and the ſeventh Vial, when the 
Beaft and the falſe Prophet are to be caſt into the Lake of Fire, 


Rev, 19. 20. Therefore the 42 Months being the ſame extent of | 
time with the 1260 days, and continuing atter their Expiring,muſt | 


alſo Commence aftcr them. | 
Secondly, From tie Perſecution, which. te, old Serpent being 


caſt into the'Earth, Kev 12. tid Taiſe againſt the Woman fled | 
into the Wilderneſs, before the Riſe of the Ten-horned:vhcat. 5 


For after his being ſo caſt down, he:caſts out water like 2 Flood ye 


rer ber t9 carry her awav. And after he hath ſo ſpent his wrath z- 

gainſt her, he proceeds to make war with the Remnant of her | 
Seed, by the Ten-horned-beaſt, c. 13- Now the. Womans abode | 
in\the Wilderneſs being 1260 days (the-ſanie'with' the Prophe- | 


ſying of the Witneſſes) and there ſuffering this Perſecution pre- 


ccding to the Riſe of the Ten-horned-beaſt, its plain that the | 


42 Months of his continuance muſt commence after the 1260 
Uays.: :_. ” 

[t appearing therefore, that the 1260 days and 42 Months are 
not wholly Synchronal, | proceed to the commencement of the firſt, 
being'ithe time of the Witnelles' Propheſying, and the Womans 
abode in-the Wilderneſs. Thither ſhe fled from the Perſecu- 
tion of the Devil, for ber _—_ forth the Man-child who was 
caught up unto Gods Throie, and $vereby the Devil caſt out into the 
Earth, $6 that her abode there does commence from the time 
of his- being ſo caſt down ;. which befell himiabout the end of 
1 heddoſinus Aagnus his Reign» when the Heathen worſhip. became 
aboliſhed by hisſhutting-wvp the Heathen Temples,/and depriving 
the Prieſts of their-Revenues. Whereby the evil fel. from! his 
Heavenly Station'of'being worſhipped as the- God of this Wirld, 
as alſo from the Power which upheld that worſhip. W hich further 
appears from the ,.commencement of the. Trampets, which (ac 
cording to Mr. Mede and others) was by the Ineurkon of the Bar- 
barous Nations, which immediately ſucceeded ther ſaid 7 tcods: 
ſis his death- For their ſounding being the ſubje&t of thee ſeventh 
ſeal, the devils being caſtdown muſt immediatelyprecede the ſame, 
being that befell him by -the Revolution in the Heathen Govern- 
ment which is the ſubject. of the Sixth Seal. - His fall from Hea- 
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[ 3 ] 
yen appears therefore, both from the aboliſhing of the Heathen 
Worſhip, and the immediate ſucceeding of the Trumpets, to be 
about the end of the faid Theodoſius his Reign ; which Mr. Mede 
makes to end in the year 395, and alſo makes the devils fall 
from Heaven by the faid Reyolution in the Sixth Seal, to be then 
completed or fulfilled. 

But the Perſecution thereon which drives the Woman into the 
Wilderneſs, having'no notable TranſaQion whereto to fix its be: 
ginning, and being not to be ſuppoſed ſo immediately to ſucceed 
the devils being caſt out, as not to have ſome ſmall ſpace of time 
for the raiſing it, and the 1260 days of her abode in the Wil- 
derneſs being a Computation by Centuries with an odd ſixty, irs 
moſt Congruous to make them Commence with the fifth Century 
which-fo ſoon ſucceeds the ſaid T heodoſius his death (viz. begin; 
five years after it) and ſo the odd ſixty years to ſucceed a Cen: 
tury- And thus making the beginning of the fifth Century to be 
the Epocha of the 1260 days of the Womans abode in the Wil- 
dernels, its clear when they muſt end, vsz. in the year 1660, and 
conſequently the 1260 days of the Propheſying of the Witneſles, 
which” I think none doubt but that its during the ſame time, muſt 
do the ſame. And as the thus fixing the Epocha of thoſe years 
or Prophetick 'days appears ſo reaſonable, fo the truth thereof 
will be much confirmed, when we come to apply-the- ſame to His 
ſtory, that is, when we find, that at the end of thoſe days, the 
ſlaying and rifing of the Witneſſes, &c. became fulfilled, which 
we find not how otherwaies to make out, ſo as to agree with 
the Viſion. 

That the time and times and half, &-c. is ſynchronal,. or ſigni- 
fies the ſame rime with the 1260 days, appears from both being 
the meaſure of the Womans abode in the 'Wildernfs, cap. 12, 
But the 42 months of the Ten-horned bealt cannot commence 
till the Empire became divided 'into ten-Kingdoms by the bar- 
barous Nations that over-ran it ; which was 'not till after the 
middle of tire fifth Century. Mr, Meade makes it to be ſoon at- 
ter the taking Rome by Genſericus the Vandal, which, he ſays, 
was A. D- 455. and that the year following or ſoon after, the whole 
Empire became divided into Ten Kingdoms, But the reviving, of 
the Tenchorned-beaſt cannot well be reckoned till the expiring of 
the Weltern Empire in Aunguſtulus A. D. 476. For the Empe: 


rors being” the -ſixth Head, -under "_- the Bealt received its 


deadly 


[4] 
deaily: wound by a ford, .that ought to be-expired before its 
reviving under a new Head. Alſo, the Man of Sin was not to 
be revealed, till, He that did let ( viz. the ſixth Head or Koman 
Empero1s ) was 8akgn our of the way. And tho? thoſe Emperors, 
froin the taking Kome by Genſericxs to Auzuſtulss, were ſo incon» 
&.ecr.ble, as to make ſome reckon the Weltern Empire to end 
wiza Yalentiriaan the third, yet it did really continue, though in 
= linzuiſhing condition, ' ill it expired in Augrſtulus, a Name 
ſuitable to the ſtate it was then dwindled into- And whenaz 
its expiring is deicribed ia the third Trumpet, by a great ſtar 
falling from Heaven, its Name being called Worm-wood, the miſe- 
rable condition of the Empire under thoſe petty Emperors, and 
their perplext- troubles do belt fuit with that Character- And 
the not reviying of the Ten-horned-beaſt till then, does well 
enough agree with the ten Horns, or tr Kings recerving Power 
es Kings one hot with the Beaſt ; for that ſignifies no more than 
that they received ſuch Power about the ſame time with the re- 
viving of the Beaſt. And by the latitude of- Mr. Adedes's words 
before: cited, it might be very nigh the faid expiring of the 
Weſtern. Empire, betare the: Empire became divided into teu 
Kingdoms. "ot; Sy 3 30 

And as the not reviving of the Tex-horned-beaſt till the ſaid 
A. D; 436 does ſo-well agree with thoſe Kings receiving Power 
as Kings one hour with the Beaſt, ſo it better ſuits with the Power 
and. Corruptions of Antichriſt being then more advanced, to fit 
him for reviving and heading the Ten-horned-beaſt. And where- 
as he is repreſented by a Two-horned-beaſt, ſignifying, the twc- 
fold Power he claims, viz. Eccleſiaſtical and Civil, ;anticring to 
his Authority of Prieſt and King, whoſe Vice-gerent he allumes 
to' be, ( and therefore he is ſaid to wear the Horns of the Lamb ) 
he begins to head the Ten-borned-bealſt, by exerciſing onely the 
firſt of theſe Powers, till by his Pſeudo-prophetick deceits, he 
hath ſo advanced himſelf and deluded the -World, as to make 
way for his claiming the other Power, alſo. In the. mean time 
eps in the other King, who was to continue but a ſhort ſpace, 
and was no- Roman but a Foreign Head. And this was Qavacer 
King of the Hercai with the ſucceeding O/trogoths. So that, O4s- 
acer extinguiſhing the Weſtern Empire, by vanquiſhing Auguſt: 
Ins the eighth Headz which is the ſeventh &amaz-head, does, as 


$0 one of his Powers which he exerciſeth, begin to head the Bealt 
at 


[5] 
at the fame time with the riſe of the foreign Head, w! 
to continue but a ſhort ſpace, viz, both at the expiring 
fixth Head, the' Roman Emperors. But he is not repu 
eighth Head rill his exerciſing the other Power alſo. © 
Power folfils the reveating of the Man' of Sin at the' « 
of the fixrh Head, and the other being civil, makes hi 
with the other Heads, and ſo become the eiphrh Head whi 
the ſeven, or the ſeventh Roman Head. 
' My making the Commencement of the 1260 days fo 
the 42 wonths, is further made-goad our of Damel. For 
of the little: Horn there, cap. 7: which is the Antichriſti 
of the Ten-horned-beaſt, Thar the 'S wins of the Moſt Flie. 
rien” 1189 his hands, for a Time. and Times, and the drvia 
I ime, and then Fudgment ſhall fit to take away his dominion 
conſume it wnto the end: Now the aid time and times, &+ 
the ſame as before ſhewed, with the 1260 days, and at 
thereof Judgment beginning'to. ſit, tb take away the'dom 
the ſaid Horn, or Ten-horned-beaſt under that Head, he 
fore to continue after the 1260 days tilt his domtniqn'! 
away and conſumed, which how long it is, ſeeths coticludn 
Dajtel, cap. 12. Where we find again the faid time and ri 
half, &c. during, which, the ſcattering of the power of 
People ſhould be, ( which is the: ſame” with the ſaid gi 
Saints into the hands of the ſaid,Beaſt) atid then on 
enquiring, What ſhalt be the, end of-1hoſe Waders there ſpt 
He'is, denyed ani Anſwer, as. enguiring into things,” that”: 
and ſealed wp till the tims of the end; yet is told of ' 
Bovery of wha 
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HEY Aitiochiss Epiphanes, yet as he. is generally agres 
a Tjpe of Aitichrilt, ſo they in a Typical ſenſe re 
Reign, and ſo mult have the ſame Epocha with the T3 
tine-and' times, &c. there,; which-they relate to, And” 
time and times, oc: or 11260 days: ending, :{s before ih” 
tte year 1660, the 1290 days muſt end'in"1690, and * 
days 1 1735. "So" that, whereas at: rhe expiring of » 
4imes, &-c. or 1260 days, Judgfnent bepans to lit to take? 
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reviving under a new Head. Alſo, the Man of Sin was not to 
be revealed, till, He that did let ( viz. the fixth Head or Koman 
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[5] 
at the fame time with the riſe of the foreign Head, which was 
to continue but a ſhort ſpace, viz, both at the expiring of the 
fixth Head, the' Roman Emperors. But he is not reputed''the 
efghth Head till his exercifing the other Power alſo- The firff 
Power falfils the reveating of the Man' of Sin at the expiring 
of rhe fixrti Head, and the other being civil; cakes him agree 
with the other Heads, and ſo hecame theo -i-lrb Head which one 'of 
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ay DEDY A/tiochius Epipnanes, yet as he-is generally agreed” tobe -{li3 

nc a Type of Aitichrilt, ſo they in a Typical ſenſe reſpett his . 

e Reign, and ſo mult have the ſame Epocha with the preceding * co 
T7 time:and'times,: &c. there,; which-they relate to, And then the, . _ 
{0- time and times," oc: or 1260 days: ending, :d4s before thewed; in”: : 
Fs the year 1660, the 1290 days muft end'in" 1690, and the 13357 75 4 | 
as aays'T 1735. "So" that; whereas at. rhe expiring of time arid®?” in 
all 4imes, &-c. or 1260 days, Judgfnent bepans to fit to take away the ** - 
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deatly' wound by a fword, that ought to be-expired before its 
reviving under a new Head. Alſo, the Man of Sin was not to 
be revealed, till, He that did let ( viz. the ſixth Head or Komar 
Emper21s ) was taken out of the way. And tho? thoſe Emperors, 
froin the taking Kome by Genſericns to Auzuſtulus, were ſo incon» 
&.cr..ble, as to make ſome reckon the Weltern Empire to end 
wiza /alentir44n the third, yet it did really continue, though in 
« lunzuiſhing condition, ' till it expired in Aug:ſtulus, a Name 
ſuitable to the ſtate it was then dwindled into- And whenaz 
its expiring is deicribed in the third Trumpet, by a great ſtar 
falling from Heaven, its Name being called Worm-wood, the miſe- 
rable condition of the Empire under thoſe petty Emperors, and 
their perplext- troubles do beſt fuit.with that Character. And 
the not reviying of the Ten-horned-beaſt till then, does well 
enough agree with the ten Horns, or it Kings recerving Power 
es Kings one hojir with the Beaſt ; for that ſignifies no more than 
that they received ſuch Power about the ſame time with the re- 
riving of the Beaſt. And by the latitude of Mr, dedes's words 
before: cited, it might be very nigh the faid expiring of the 
Weſtern. Empire, betare the: Empire became divided into teu 

And as the not reviving of the Teq-horned-beaſt till the ſaid 
A. D; 436 does ſo-well agree with thoſe Kings receiving Power 
as Kings one hour with the Bealt, fo it better ſuits with the Power 
and. Corruptions of Antichriſt being then more advanced, to fit 
him for reviving and heading the Ten-horned-beaſt. And where- 
as he is repreſented by a Two-horned-beaſt, ſignifyin 3 the twc- 
fold Power he claims, viz. Eccleſiaſtical and Civil, ;anicring to 
his Authority of Prieſt and King, whoſe Vice-gerent .he allumes 
to: be, ( and therefore he is faid to wear the Horns of the Lamb ) 
he begins to head the Ten-borned-beaſt, by exerciſing onely the 
firſt of theſe Powers, till by his Pſeudo-prophetick deccits, he 
hath ſo advanced himſelf and deluded the -World, as to make 
way for his claiming the other Power, alſo. In the. mean time 
Keps in the other King,, who was to continue but a ſhort ſpace, 
and was no- Roman but a Foreign Head. And this was Qavacer 
King of the Hercai with the ſucceeding O/trogoths. So that, O4s- 
«cer extinguiſhing the Weltern Empire, by vanguiſhing Auguſt: 
Ins the eighth Heads which is the ſeventh &owmar head, does, as 


to one of his Powers.which he exerciſeth, begig to head the Bcalt 
at 
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C51] 
at the fame time with the riſe of the foreign Head, which was 
to continue but a ſhort ſpace, viz. both at the expiring of the 
fixth Head, the' Roman Emperors. But he is not reputed"'the 
efghth Head rill his exercifing the other Power alſo: The firff 
Power falfils the reveating of the Man' of Sin at the expiring 
of the fixri Head, and the other being civil, rhakes him agree 
with the other Heads, and ſo become the eighth Head which one'of 
the ſeven, or the ſeventh Roman Head. 

My making the Commencement of the 1260 days fo precede 
the 42 months, is further made-goad our of Damel. For it's faid 

of the little Horn there, cap. 7. which is the Antichriſtian-head 

of the Ten-horned-beaſt, That the 'Swiirs of the Moſt High [bull be 

rrven 1:t9 bis hands, for a Time, and Times, and the dividing of a 

T ime, and then Fudg men: ſhall fit to take away his dominion, and th 
conſume it unto the end. Now the ſaid time and times, &c. being 

the ſame as before ſhewed, with the 1260 days, and at the end 

thereof Judgment beginning to ſit tb take away the'dominion of 
the faid Horn, or Ten-horned-heaſt under that Head, he'is. there- 

fore to contitiue after the 1260 days till his: dominion be taken 
away and conſumed, which how long it is, ſeeths coticludihle tron 

Daiiel, cap. 12. Were we find again the ſaid time and rimes any 


half, &c. during , which, the ſcattering of the power of. "the Floty * 
Peopie ſhould be, (which is the: ſame” with the faid giving the . 


Saints into the hands of the ſaid, Beaſt) atid then off Danic®s 
enquiring, Wyat ſhalt be the, end of-1hoſe Walder: there fpakerr of ? 
He'is. denyed'ati Anler, as. engquiring into things, that clfen 
and ſealed up till the tims of the end; yet is told of two pe- 
riods of time which will make great Niffovery of what he et 
quires after, viz.. From: the taking, away the daily, ſacrifice, ant ſet- 
ting up the Abominatiqn that mak#th_ gefol.ite, there-+ſhatf be *12gp 
days < Blefſed is he that waiteth 'ang cometh to the: 1335 days. 
Which' Numbers , tho* they reſpedt theProfanation 6f the Tett- 
DD Aitiochius Epiphanes, yet as he-is generally agreed” tobe 
a Tjpe of Aitichrilt, ſo they in a Typical ſenſe, reſpeCt” his" 


Reign, and ſo muſt have the ſame Epocha with the preceding * 
tine:and/times,: &c. there; which-they relate to, And then the, 
time and tines, oc: or 1260 days; ending, -ds before thewed; in: 


the year 1660, the 1290 days muft end'in"1690, ad the 1335” 


days th 1735. "So thats whereas at: rhe expiring of time arid* 
4imes, &-c. or 1260 days, Judgfaent bepins to 1it to take away the '* - 
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dominion of- the Beaſt ( on the riſing of the - Witneſſes after the 
flaying them at the end of thoſe days) the 1290 days denote a 
time, the year 1690, at which ſome very remarkable adyance will 
be made therein, or ſome notable Tranſattions or Revolutions 
will fall out in order thereunto. But the 1335 days. denote a 
time, the year 1735, at which the taking away his dominion or 
deſtroying him will be ſo completed, as to- make them Bleſſed 
or peculiarly happy that reach thereunto, 

Now as to the falling out of ſuch an event in the year 1690, 
as I have ſpoken of, we have ſeen what great Tranſattions and 
Changes, 'of ſuch tendency, both at home and abroad, that with 
the preceding and following year hath produced, and what fur- 
ther we are in continual expeCtatioa of. And as ta the event to 
fall out in the year 1735, [ take it to be the ſounding of the 
ſeyenth Trumpet. For on the ſlaying and riſing of the Witne(: 
ſes, and their aſcending in a Cloud, and the fa ing thereon of 
the Tenth Part of the City, it's ſaid, The ſecond Woe 5s paſt and 
A Which is fur- the third Woe cometh quickly. Which Fall of the Tenth Part of 
- p _——y the. City, C of which after) I take to be a chief part” of the 
—eforwhich EVENT. ſignified to fall out or commence in the year_ 1690; And 
the Pupbrateen We ſee how the ſtate of the Twkiſh Empire, the ſecond Woe: 
Horſe-men or Trumpet, does agree with the ſeventh Trumpet its being the other 
Turks, are eyent. Which hath received ſuch a deadly Wound, as to make 
looſed, LE 7" it || unlikely to laſt long, ayd” at preſent eyen to ceaſe from 
fecond Woe- Continuing the Plague of a. Woe-Trumpet. And being at the 
Trumpet on time. when the fecond Woe:Trumpet is paft, and the tenth part 
the Empire: of the City is fallen, ( both which are now about being fulfilled ) 
_ Day, its faid, The third Woe cometh quickly, it can hardly be at a 
deing Prophe. SrCAter diſtance than 'the ſaid year 1735; and therefore the 

eat event ſignified then to fall ont, muſt in all likelihood be ir. 
make 396 Which is much confirmed by the 42 months of the continuance 
years,theEpo- 'of the Beaſt ſo agreeing therewith. For his time beginning in 
=_ _ the year 476, and ending at the ſeventh Trumper, as before ſhew- 
the beginning ©9, the 42 months from the ſaid Epocha end in the year 1736 the 
of the Four- year after the ſaid 1735. | 
teenth. Cen- 
tury, when the Turks began their Ernption from Euphrates on the Empire, they muſt be 
now near expifing, and therewith end that Trumpet, or the Empire that inflifted that Plague. 
At leaſt fo far as to make it ceaſe from continuing the Plague of a Woe- Trumpet ;, but the 
abſolute breaking of that Empire, ſeems not to be till the fixth Vial, and then it will fulfil 


The drying up the River Euphrates to make way for the Kings of the Eait, k 
ut 


E 2.3 
ktit may be objetted, That the ſaid Numbers of Daniel, in 
+ typical ſenſe mentioned, ſhould rather commence with the 
$nonchs of the Antichriſtian Reign, which in their typical ſenſe 
%: reſpect, than with the 1260 days which have an higher £- 
$a To which I ſay, that the taking away the dayly Sacri- 
% &c, may in a typical ſenſe, be well applyed to: the Epocha 
The 1260 days, both'in reſpett of the Perſecution by which 
Devil cauſed rhe Woman to fly into the Wilderneſs, and 
Sin reſpe&t of the Advance Antichriſt had then made in cor- 
ing the World with the Myſteries of Iniquity. And there- 
though his Reign cannot be ſaid to commence tilt he be- 
a new Head of the Ten-horned-beaſt, ſucceeding the ſixth 
which expired A, D. 476. yet thoſe Numbers, in their ty- 
al ſenſe, may well reſpect him before the proper commence- 
*2tof his Reign. And they being there introduced in reference 
3the preceding time-and times, &c. as aforeſaid, they are to 
the ſame Epocha, and ſo notifie ſignal times of the advance- 
x and accompliſhing the deliverance of 'the People of God, 

ah commenceth at the end of time and times, &c. or 1260 
ks, by the riſing of the Witneſſes after the ſlaying them, and 
ithe Judgment that then begins to ſit, as aforeſaid, to take 
3 the dominion of the Beaſt, &c, 

Having thus diſcovered the time of the expiring of the 1260 
* and fo of the ſlaying and riſing of the Witneſſes thereon, 
xire 'next to enquire, How Hiſtory Anſwers the ſame , or 
're and how the ſame hath been fulfilled? "The: year 1660, 
'xg, as before ſhewed, the time of the expiritg of the 1260 
*, nothing then fell out that appears capable of Anſwering 


xpe Ren of the ſlaying and riſing of the Witneſſes, unleſs 


'xgrear Revolution by the Reſtauration. The flaying them is 

chiefly to 'one- of the teri Kibgdoms' the Empire was divi- 
Fino, by the falling" of the Tenth Part of the Gity ( that 
$ one of thoſe ten Kingdoms ) on their riſing and aſcending 
Cloud; And what Kingdom can this be but ENGLAND: 
ited the "French Perſecution, and alſo the Hangariar did be- 
2about the ſame time, both the Frenchrand the [mperial Cowt 


*Wg Encouragement thereunto from our K IN G's Reſtatira- 
x ( as well they might, conſidering what he as well as his Bro: 
proved to be ) on which, and the procecing Frenes Peace, 
\eign- was ſet on foot for Ruinitg the' R 


med Religion, 
eq "v2 


£6] 
dominion of the Beaſt ( on the riſing of the - Witneſſes after the 
flaying them at the end of thoſe days) the 1290 days denote a 
time, the year 1690, at which ſome very remarkable adyance will 
be made therein, or ſome notable Tranſattions or Revolutions 
will fall out in order thereunto. But the 1335 days. denote a 
time, the year 1735 at which the taking away his dominign/& 
deſtroying him will be ſo com! Dy” 
or peculiarly happy that reach 
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now near expiting, and therewith end that Trumpet, or the Empire that inflifted that Plague. 

At leaſt ſo far as to make it ceaſe from continuing the Plague of a Woe-Trumpet ;, but the 

abſolute breaking of that Empire, ſeems not to be till the fixth Vial, and then it will fulfil 

The driing up the River Euphrates to male way for the Kings of the Eatt, X 
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£6] 
dominion of- the Beaſt ( on the riſing of the - Witneſſes after the 
flaying them at the end of thoſe days) the 1290 days denote a 
time, the year 1690, at which ſome very remarkable adyance will 
be made therein, or ſome notable Tranſattions or Revolutions 
will fall out in order thereunto. But the 1335 days. denote a 
time, the year 1735 at which the taking away his dominion or 
deſtroying him will be ſo completed, as to- make them Bleſſed 
or peculiarly happy that reach thereunto, 
. : Now as to the falling out of ſuch an event in the year 1690, 
as I have ſpoken of, we have ſeen what great Tranſattions and 
Changes, of ſuch tendency, both at home and abroad, that with 
the preceding and following year hath produced, and what fur- 
ther we are in continual expeCtation of. And as ta the event to 
fall out in the year 1735, [| take it to be the ſounding of the 
ſeyenth Trumpet. For on the ſlaying and riſing of the Witneſ: 
ſes, and their aſcending in a Cloud, and the falling uhereon of 
the Tenth Part of the City, it's ſaid, The ſecond Wie is paſt and 
A Which is fur- rhe third Woe cometh quickly. Which Fall of the Tenth Part of 
ther confirm- tho City, (of which after) I take to be a chief part” of the 


_— event. ſignified to fall out or commence in the year 1690; And 


the Bupbratean We Tee how the ſtate of the Twkiſh Empire, the ſecond Woe: 


Horſe-men or Trumpet, does agree with the ſeventh Trumper its being the other 
Turks, are eyent. -Which hath received ſuch a deadly Wound, as to make 


looled, Ke-9-5* 3t” þ| unlikely to laſt long, ayd at preſent eyen to ceaſe from 
+ continuing the Plague of a. Woe- Trumpet. ' And being at the 
Trumpet on time. when the fecond Woe:Trumpet is paſt, and the tenth part 
the Empire: of the City is fallen, ( both which are now about being fulfilled ) 


rr Frm it's faid, The third Woe cometh quickly, it can hardly be at a 
de; Prophe. &IcALET diſtance than 'the ſaid year 1735; and therefore the 


gick- Days, hows event ſignified then to fall ont, muſt in all likelihood be ir. 
make 296 Which is much confirmed by the 42 months of the continuance 
years,theEpo- 'of the Beaſt ſo agreeing therewith. For his time beginning in 
fry the year 476 and ending at the ſeventh Trumper, as before ſhew- 
#he beginning £4, the 42 months from the ſaid Epocha end in the year 1736 the 
of the Four- year after the ſaid 173g. | 
teenth- Cen- 
tury, when the Turks began their Ernption from FEupbretes on the Empire, they muſt be 
now near expiting, and therewith end that Trumpet, or the Empire that inflifted that Plague. 
At leaſt fo far as to make it ceaſe from continuing the Plague of a Woe- Trumpet ;, but the 
abſolute breaking of that Empire, ſeems not to be till the ſixth Vial, and then it will fulfil 
The drying up the River Euphrates to male way for the Kings of the raft, 2 
uf 


—— = S—*-3) 


wu 
- 


© + © A. 


E274 
tit may be objeted, That the ſaid Numbers of Daniel, in 
typical ſenſe mentioned, ſhould rather commence with the 
$nonchs of the Antichriſtian Reign, which in their typical ſenfe 
reſpect, than with the 1260 days which have an higher E- 
2a, To which 1 ſay, that the taking away the dayly Sacri- 
&c, may in a typical ſenſe, be well applyed to the Epocha 
The 1260 days, both'in reſpett of the Perſecution by which 
& Devil cauſed the Woman to fly into the Wilderneſs, and 
jin reſpe&t of the Advance Antichriſt had then made in cor- 
wing the World with the Myſteries of Iniquity. And there- 
though his Reign cannot be ſaid to commence tilt he be- 
x 2 new Head of the Ten- horned-beaſt, ſucceeding the ſixth 
al which expired A. D. 476. yet thoſe Numbers, in their ty- 
il ſenſe, may well reſpec} him before the proper commence- 
atof his Reign. And they being there introduced in reference 
he preceding time-and times, &c. as aforeſaid, they are to 
the ſame Epocha, and ſo notifie ſignal times of the advance- 
; and accompliſhing the deliverance of 'the People of God, 
ih commenceth at the end of time and times, ©c. or 1260 
s, by the riſing of the Witneſſes after the Naying them, and 
the Judgment that then begins to ſit, as aforeſaid, to take 
x the dominion of the Beaſt, &c, 
faving thus diſcovered the time of the expiring of the 1260 
and ſo of the ſaying and riſing of the Witneſſes thereon, 
ire 'next to enquire, How Hiſtory Anſwers the ſame , or 
and how the ſame hath been fulfille&? "The: year 1660, 
w, as before ſhewed, the time of the expiring 'of the 1260 
nothing then fell out that appears capable of Anſwering 
deſcription of the ſlaying and rifing of the Witneſſes, unleſs 
zreat Revolution by the Reſtayration. The laying them is 
chiefly to 'one- of the teri Kibgdoms' rhe Empire was divi- 
into, by the falling" of the Tenth Parr of the Gity ( that 
one of thoſe ten Kingdoms ) on their rihog and aſcending 
Cloud; And what Kingdom can this be but ENGL AND: 
the French Perſecution, and alſo the Hangarizr did be- 
aout the ſame time, both the Frenchrand the [mperial Cow 
ng Encouragement thereunto from our K I N G's Reſtatira» 
(as well they might, conſidering what he as well as his Bro: 
proved to be ) on which, and the preceding Pyrenean Peace, 
n was ſet on foot for Ruinibg the' Reformed Religions 


[87 
of) that it% a very remarkable rime for the Naying of the Wit: 
nelles to cammence at, which conſidered, together with the Rez 
ſons- 1, ve given fo the'1260 days criding then, frems mak 
able to By the true tie thereof: But oth 
ogg in Frovce or elſewherg but fn "Eg! A+ thit ea 
Viſion. of the ſaying them, Fong Revit i OR 
bey tht dwell on the* Earth ſhall 45 yce and make merry, ant fe . 
G s/ts une. to anyther, becauſe that thoſe two Prophcts tormented think. 
that dv4ll, an the Earth, . But no, ſach rejoycing bath been at thofi 
foreiga | erlecucions the gl being not; ſo_tyach approved of 35 tt ! 
cauſe ſuch. ſolemn rejay ings, Dt, on. the contrary, *rhoſt 
have png deeply: PR FEY ir promoting the” French Perfecurtht 
have. aſhamed (0.oFn the ſame; It being ſo ithumate ani 
barbarous EL £o move pity and fayour from Papiſts themſlyes 
whereas it's well knawn, what great and ſolemn rejoycitgs ther 
ws, both 2t home and abroad, for th King's Reſtauration; 
reaſpy that the. dyglers on eatth had” been” tormented by th 
Payty which'was, then, prevailed againſt,” and which Thereon m 
netaliated: with. thoſe, ſevere pattiments. ad ſufferings,” hi 


they; have hs Tons 


t then, How was the Witnelles, lying dead three days ard 
balt,. ( that is.three years and a half) finlitfed in England ?' TY 
ny fe 7 br 5 there way. os ſuch 4 rig pee Sn 
gelr $40 wake the theteof fitcordigp t 
gen ep. _— mrs. HioPn ik 
E pippayes. + bj IDS. th Ic Fg 19) (8 ny rg eſt Tine df * Ely 
Ry Lok [yl progheh HY Wl he” os: gr N, Fatnjne by ft 
Beayen, ©c, ( both-,which were for the ſame time ) at 
fo Enie, that their lying dead ſhall be alike ſhort time of Ti 
ay ang. hays. tho. oo by py. Tye, Ye, a fulfillipg thereof a 
ng, 3% the, prophe the ie be/abblk enough alſgned i 
Fon. napg the-Naying, the” Wit fd ſes pw er chisfly to relpe 
the pxclug jrihſ ers, by, a 
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the With the: Riſque of that danger which. the. Pariſh-Miniſters fled 
the Rea, and ſapplyed their Pulpits which they deſerted, did- there: 
| i mak gain that Reputation with the City, as was a begigning of 
bin ntl. Entrance of the ſpirit of Life into them to ſet th:m on their 
, hit ca For the People were ſo .aFeted- with thai dreadfal Jadg- 
' thert6y it and the Zeal: and Faithfulneſs to their Daty . which the 
, ant fe D-conforming Miniſters did manifeſt thereon , as- much ro 
rea then nance their Meetings: which they. were 'then encouraged 
d at tnofÞ 6+ up, -and were ſo born out therein, that the Oxford- Act 
of as Wc during the Plague, could take little effeft to drive them 
hoſt rh, the City. On which ſee Mr. Baxrer's Non - conformiſts 
rfecurt6t for Peace, p. 236, 2 37, 238, 239. and h& bath; theſe remark: 
mane anfiy words thereon, [;/ bus the drendfuf Plagine, began 414t nihic| 
emſelvesÞ, © auch ff tdcth as'a dangcroas Schiſm. ] Ald: the next dil- 
Ihgs therd Jadgmenr whicty laid the City: tn Aſhes, ;( and fa gave mere 
ation Vintenance to the Non-conformilts Meetings, by reaſon of the 
1 by thi ih - Churches being deſtroyed ) and the Unſacceſsfulneſs of 


1c0N Wi, Ducch War { wherewith it was expected to ruine that Na- 
$1, whit ) were, together with the preceding. Plagne, fuch:aRoniſh- 

| Providences, as muſt needs ſtrike the ;evit World with-ſome 
lays and. of that/ Divine Power, © wonderfully, manifeſted ig, its 
44.7 TEinents. - But: the Contemplation thereof was ſuch;rgviving 
Rating or nimating of the Witoeſles, C which might be with a doe 
<rding Wpaſſion of the evils inflicted by thoſe Judgments ) and an 
bay ucing of their Repute and Intereſt, as to complete the ſet: 


them ontheir feet from their: flaint condigion. 

& by MlEihich bepat in their Adverſaries ſuch fear of:chems.{ fulfil 
ime ) 2 what is ſaid of. the Witneſles raiſed again on their feer, Tha 
e of Tr fear fell on ther that:ſaw them ) as brought the Penal Laws 
ber! or them to ſappreſs, and hath fince begotten many politick- Arts 


bays. jd them, Notwithſtanding which they have continued {it e: 
Pr 6 > in the World, - arid will do. ſo till-thac Voice be ful- 
IG, ſar . And as our late Revolution hath gained them that Lt- 
1, $41"; which is like to be ſo holding, as to prove an open: Door 
tem which m0 an can ſbut, ſo it ſeems deſigned alſo for the 

71 1Ming that Voice, and thereby accompliſhing the Fall of the 
Hg Part of the City, though the-ſame be hitherto much ob- 
Red, by continuance ſtill of the former Enmity againſt n_— 


A." De 0 


—_— — 
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-and Tealouſies:of them, notwithſtanding the great detriment th 


whereby the Truth was. not- ſo rooted in their hearts, . 3s © 
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Publick receives thereby. Though this Viſion thus concerns on 
Nation, as it chiefly reſpects one of the ten Kingdoms the Emil tf 
pire was divided into, ( as before noted) yet it hath al.o a conf ths 


- current fulfilling in other Countries, where the 'afore-mentioned I* 


deſign againſt *the Reformed Religion, on the Reltauration, & ox If 
hathy{beeri-purſued to the utmoſt 3 whereby, as the laying of the of | 
Witnelles' hith-been fulfilled! with them, ſo there hath and willy 5 
be a fulfilling of their 'ReſurreCtion,' by the aforeſaid Judgmeng Mi" 
that now ſits, at the end of time and times, &c. To rake away 5 ©! 
the dominion of the Beaſt, and to conſume it wito the end, q 5a, 

' This Actount of the (layivg and- rifing, 'of the - Witneſſes, aff 107 
reſpetting one of the ten Kingdoms, &#c.. is further confirmed} ther 
from the Perſecution here which ſucceedcd the Reſtauration, i 
hetter agreeing with the Naying of the Wirneſles, than thoſe 
Perſecutions which then and ſince have faln out elſewhere, com 
ing ſhort of their barbarous Inhumanity, though ſo ſevere anc 


heavy as to prove ruinous to many ; and ſo, better anſwering tal 1en 
the ſhying the Witneſſes, which''is different from. -the-former] Givi 
-Antichriſtian Perſecutions, - both -as being. peculiar to the With laſt 
neſſes (the Worſhippers in-the lnner-Court or 'Temple abd Aly ere 
tar ) whereas the fortmer 'extetids alſo to the' Outer-Court trodf] And 
den down, and'as being not ſo much' deſigned' to deſtroys as tQ vor! 
ſilence and ſubdue ; importing a political and a ſpiritual Death that 
( viz. as to their 'exerciſing their FunCtion of Propheſying) fronſſ ſtead 
whence they-are raiſed-by the Spirir' of L 1 F E.rentring ntl dir 
them, &c, Alſo the Perſecution here is .more likely than ang 90 1 
elſewhere to be the ſlaying the Witneſſes, becauſe the Sufferenſſ volv 
under it were ſuch as eſpouſed the Cauſe they were engaged iff * f 
upon their own Judgment and Choice, and much contrary tft 7ev1\ 
their worldly Intereſt, both in reſpe& of their excluding then effec] 
ſelves-thereby from Preferments, and alſo. expoſing . themſelvg out « 
to manifold evils, from Puniſhment of Laws, and Enmity of theiff form 
prevailing Adverſaries. - Whereas the Perſecution in Fraxce ang} rom 
elſewhere, being againſt a Religion ſo long eſtabliſhed by Lanfj - It 


that the Profeſſors of it received it by Education; 'it was thei hath 
fore like a National Religion which involves all Profeſlors tn 
or falſe, and ſo had multitudes in its Communioh, not ſo mvc 
from Principles of Conſcience, as the Influence of 'Educatio 


enabl - 
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qaadle them. to abide, thoſe, Tryals. that. came upon them. |, 


riment the $22946 'W + Pirr=dhes Eat - | 
_ .'But this Accopnt of, the Jpg and Tiling of the Wirneſſes, tho? 


INCETns$ on þ | - \ 
ns rr Fl eaforced with 10 eons Reaſons, will-not be eaſily dipeſted by 
al'o 2 con} thoſe who ſo highly eſteem the Reformation, 'as to make the 


breaking then with £0ne, to be a diſmembring us from the Ten- 
boraed-beaſt, or a. ſeparating this Kingdom from continuing one 
of the; Horns thereof., Which, cannor be, if the laying the Wit- 
reſles.. was fulfilled according to my Account, theredf. - For they 
teing ſlain by the Beaſt that aſccnis out of the Bortomleſs-pit, (that 
is the Ten-horned-beaſt, which cap. 13, is ſaid to ariſe out of the 
I Sea,-and £ap. 17. to aſcend out of the Bottamleſs-pit ) this King- 
dom muſt continue a Member of that Beaſt, ,or one of the Horns 
thereof at. the time of the-ſlaying them. .” Whictr that it did fo, 
ſeems ſo clear. from other Reaſons alſo, as to make it hardly con- 
ceivable to be otherwaies. For the Reformation made no-Alte- 
ration -in the. Civil Government, and therefore could not make 
any as to this Kingdoms continuing a Part or Member of the 
'wering tal Ten-borned-beaſt, which is a repreſentation of the Politick or 
1e-formet] Civil State. of the Empire. Nor did it make any in the Eccle- 
the Wits faſtical Juriſdi&ion (to called ) the ſame” Hierarchy continuing 
le ahd Al here, with rejection of the foreign Jariſdiction oſurpt by the Pope. 
zurt trod{] 4nd though the Reformation made jn Religion was much Praiſe- 
ogy a th northy, as 4 good beginning, yet it fell much ſhort of obeying 
al Deathif that Voice, Come out of her my People, &c. Rev. 18. And yet in- 
ing) fron ſtead of making further progreſs it proved retrograde, and back- 
ring inf liding, became ſo prevalent, as to beget diſmal apprehenſions of 
than: 2nff cur relapſing to what we had reformed from, and thereby in- 
Sufferer #olved us in the calamities- of the Civil War. Yet fo far were 
paged if] 8c from being warned thereby, that the Reſtauration proved a 
nrrary 1] reviving of the ſame deſigns.which before had produced ſuch ſad 
ing theng effects > and which now became more eagerly driven on, both 
hemſelyg] cut of enmity to that Party which were God's Scourge for the 
y of theiff former purſuing the ſame, ard alfo to prevent the like ſufferings 
rexce anfÞ from them again, by a total ſuppreſſing them. * 
| by Lay - It appears, therefore, that rhe Antichriftian Spirit of the'World 
735 ther hath been the prevailing or predominant Spirit *in the ' Nation 
ſſors truff ince the Reformation, and how can it then 'not continue vs of 
ſo mud] the fame Antichriſtian-body ( the Ten-horned-beaſt ) as former- 
ducatioff ly, whatever Variance we have had ſince with Rome ? And being 
;; as ( refin'd in.Profeſſion by the- Reformation, whilſt the fame Anti- 
enab] | ——- « - chriſhan, 
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ebriſtian Spirit and worldly Power continues to bear ſway, does 
rather make us more complete Membery of that Beaſt, than make 
us ceaſe from continuing Members thereof, the Myſtery of Ini 
quity conſiſting in warrivg againſt Chriſt under a Chriſtian Pro. 
tcſſion, or having Horns like a Lamb, yet ſpeaking 41 4 Dragon, 
And ſuch Reformation in ſuch enlightened times, is indeed ſer. 
viceable for the prolonging of worldly Power in oppoſition to 
the coming of Chriſts Kingdom, whillt Satar being transformed in. 
to an Angel of Light, and his Miniſters into Miniſters of Righte- 
04/neſs, become thereby enabled the longer to vye with the true 
Children of Light- Alſo the 1260 days of the Witneſſes Pro- 
pheſyiog and the Womans abode in the Wilderneſs ending, 

before, ſhewed, but in the year 1660z, ( and by ſome not {o 
ſoon.). the Reformation could make nv Viſible Chriſtian Church, 
whilſt the Woman ( the true Church Y cuntinues ſo long after 
in her ſecret hid condition from the: face of the Serpent. Be- 
ſides, the National Church. fince the Reformation, continuing a 
politick Body. as. befgxe., the Ligament of whofe Union being 
humane Laws {upperted by 'wottdly Power, and thereby com- 
prehending all but thoſe- who, ſeparate from'her for Conſcience 
ſake, eyen, the moſt wicked hypocritical Profeſſors as well as 
true Chriſtians ( like, Tares and Wheat growing together ) 
how. cau. this Church ( {6 called } pretend to be a real Chri- 
ſitian Church, or Meniber of the Church of Chrift which is his 
Body. ? The Union of which, is by that Spiritual Ligament, 
which knits each Member to other, and the whole to Chriſt ity 
Head.» whence it bath Nopriſhment' miniſfred for its Spiritual 


growth and edifying. So, that, it, ſeems/evident, that the Re- 4 


formation. could make no ſuch Change, as to make the Nation 
ceaſe from continuing a. worldly Politick-body, and Member of 
the Apocalyptick-bealt as before. 

The flaying the Witneſſes proving therefore fulfilled by the 
ſaid Reſtauration,. it muſt moderate the ſevere Cenſures which 
that Party that was then: prevailed 4gainſt hath been ſince black- 
ned with. Their Actions, in the late times did fo tranſcend the 
meaſures of human. worldly Aﬀairs, as muſt needs make them 
ſeem very unaccountable to thoſe who can judge of them only 
by their outer appearance, and ſo may well incur ſevere Cen* 
{ures from them. But thoſe, who, by. the Light of Prophecies 
can, contemplate the tranſations of thoſe times, as an —_— 
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| dicary work of Providence for the advancing of Chrift*s Kings 
| dom, and quelling all- oppoſition to it, maſt ſurely judge other- 
waies. That War may'well'be reckon'd the Concluſion of the 
| third Vial. That Vial contains tfole many bloody wars which 
ſucceeded the Reformation ( which was the ſecond Vial) and 
nere occaſioned by it, v4z. that between us and the Spaniards 
| on their Invaſton, and that between them and the Dutch on their 
Revolt, and the #/agarer Wars in France, and the-long diſmal 
German Wer; ©c, and ended with our Civil War. After which 
the Treaty at Aarſter in the year 1648, concluded that bloody 
[Vial by the Peace it gave t6 Chriſtendam. And that year 
proved ſo diſaſtrous to Crowned Heads, as makes it remarkable 
for commencing the fourth Vial poured on the Sun, as well as 
for ending the third Vial, The molt ſignal inſtance whereof, 
' was the hard Fate that befel CHARLES the Firſt. Who 
teing ſwayed to ſuch Exceſles in Government as were perillons 
2d Ruinous to True Religion, and the Rights and Privi- 
kdges of the Subject, and therein obſtruftive to the Advance- 
ment of Chriſt's Kingdom, it brought the ſame Plague of the 
third Vial on this Nation, which had befallen other Nations for 
the like doings. Wherein his own part of ſuffering ſeems ſevere, 
ifter he had yielded fo far in giving fatisfaftion for that Male- 
Adminiſtration of Government which he had been ſeduced into. 
tut his Conceſſions were with ſuch Reſerve, as did not yield ſe- 
'nrity from the like Evils befalling the Nation again; or however, 
would not comport with the Progreſs that was then to be made in 
furthering tke coming of Chrilt's Kingdom, by finiſhing the Pro- 
| pheſying 'of the Witneſſes, in order to their laying and riſing 

in, &c- and therefore the Zealots for promoting the Intereſt 
'&f that Kingdom, could find no ſatisfaftion in ſuch concellions, 
| tow plauſible and ſatisfactory ſoever they appeared to others to 
Its; and thereon preſumed, in a tranſcendent Inſtance, to be- 
ome Miniſters of the wrath of God declared againſt all world- 
ly Power that does not ſubmit to the Sceptre of Chriſt Jeſus. 
Bit their Zeal herein exceeding their Ating according the Righ- 
teons Judgments of Truth, they failed of becoming eſtabliſhed 
in their ſucceſs, and were ſo prevailed againſt by their Adver- 
ries, as to receive from them the ſame meaſure which they 
o meted. Yet this does not exclude their being ſach Mint: 


ters of God as 1 have mentioned, and they 2pproved thzmſelves 
C . LO 


C14] 
to be ſich who underwent the utmoſt Tryal of Sufferings, dy- 
iog; as men at peace with Gad> and not condemned. of hjm tho? 
judged of man--' And ,its fome exeuſe for-them, that they ap- 
pear to have been influenced- by the Jeſuites iu that great Tray(- 
ation, [ ſee Dr. du Moulin's' Vindication of the Proteſt, Relig, 
Cc. pag. 59. ] whole ſubtle Inſtigations found their Zeal a ji 
Subject to work on- - And the proſperity of that Cauſe was ſuch 
till it had finiſhed its Courſe, .as-muſt ſurely .make God's own- 
ing and eſpouſing the fame. diſcernable to alh unleſs ſuch, as 
when | his hand is lifted up will. not. ſee, And the Adherents to it 
bad the ' priviledge, by their proſperous ſucceſs, to finiſh the 
mournful Propheſying of the Witneſſes in this Nation, and then 
by their being ſo prevailed againit,to accompliſh the ſlaying them, 
in order to their riſing again,. and aſcending to a triumphant 
ſtate over their former ſufferings. Which we ſee now in a 
good meaſure fulfilled , and are like to ſee the. Accompliſhing 
thereof, by the fall of the tenth part of the City, which ſuc- 
ceeds the riſing of the 'Witneſles, and their aſcerding in a 
Cloud, Cc. 

And what is meant -by that Fall js our next Enquiry, fo far 
as we can ſearch into what is not yet fulfilled- - lt plainly im- 
ports ſuch a Change as' will make the Nation ceaſe from con- 
tiruing a Part or Member of the Tea-horned-beaſt, which; as 
appears, it did not by the Reformation, and that ſince ( ſave 
the Interruption by the Civil War ) we have-been rather back- 


ſliding, than-making further progreſs out of Babz.z, till our late ©: 
Revolution, which hath freed us from ſuch danger of relapſing, : 
and ſeems deligned to complete our coming; out. from thence, |: 
( though we hitherto make but flow Progreſs therein ) by ac- 


compliſhing the fall of the: tenth part 'of the City. By which 
ſeems to be meant, the expiring of all the Power which the De- 


vil gave to the Ten-horned beaſt, cap. 13. wherewith To war with | 


the Saznts and cyercome them ; which, however it be diminiſhed, 
ſo;continues as to hinder the Witneſſes Aſcent to that ſtation, 
whether the:Great - Yorce does call them, that is, to exclude them 
from ſuch employment in the Government, as would molt con- 
duce to God's Glory and the Weal-publick, and ſo promote 
the Intereſt of Chriſt's Kingdom in the Nation. And whilſt 
the Enmity againſt them does ſo continue, as thus to ſuppreſs 
them and keep them under, and thereby to obſtruct the Ad- 


vancement | 
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| rancement of ChriſPs Kingdom, its a continuing of the ſaid War 
' againſt the Saints, and ſo makes the Nation not yet ceaſe from 
continuing one of the Horns of the Ten; horned-beaſt. So thar, 
| till che Judgment that now ſits to take away the dominion of the Beaſt, 
| hath ſo prevailed againſt all ſuch Antichriſtian Power, as to re- 
dace the Government, as to the exerciſing thereof, to a like im- 
potent State with thoſe Beaſts, Dar. 7, 12. Whoſe dominin is 
tak;n away though their Lives be prolonged, the fall of the tenth 
part of the City ſeems not accompliſhed. 
| But there's reaſon to reckon the fulfilling thereof near, both 
' from the light of this Viſion, and alſo from our ſeeing that Po- 


; wer ſo declining and Janguiſhing, that all politick bands, and ſub- 
' tle workings of the deceiver tor upholding and prolonging it, 


prove like the looſed tacklings that cannot ſtrengthen their Maſts, nor 
|pread their Sails, whereby the Nation, as to the worldly poli- 
uck fate of 1t, is In alike unhing'd, and crazy tottering condi- 
tion, as in Efay 24. 19, 20. is deſcribed to precede the glorious 
ſtare of Chriſt's Kingdom. And the Confli&t that does ſpring 
from this declenſion of worldly Power, and the emerging of the 
Witneſles aſcending in a Clodgd, is the cauſe of our prelent Trou- 
bles and Diſtraftions. Nor can we well hope for ſettlement and 
proſpecity, till the Judgment that ſits hath ended this Conflict, 


by ſo taking away the dominion or power of the Beaſt, as to 


fulfil the Fall of the tenth part of the City, and the great Voice 
that calls the Witnelies vÞ to Heaven. This will cive new Life 


| and Vigour to the Goverument, £y the Lord veing exalted amone 
| us t0 fill us with Judgment and Rightcouſneſs, and make wiſdom aid 
| lnowledge the ſtability of tur Times, and . ſtrength of Salvatio:: 
' t will be a laying the Foundation of that City whoſe Builder and 


Maker is God, whereby we ſhall find Him carrying on that Spi- 
ritual Building, till he hath raiſed us up to the glorious ſtate of 

f And it will be ſuch a preludious commenc- 
ing of Chriſt's Kingdom in the Nation, as will occaſion great 
Changes throughout Chriſtendom; and ſo be a preparative mak» 
ing way for the great Revolution at the ſeventh Trumpet, which 
ſettles Him in his Kingdom on Earth ; and therein be a great 
tranſaftion of the fifth Vial, which fils the Kingdom of the Beaſt 
with darkneſs. And indeed, that Vial ſeems to. commence fron 


our late great Revolution; and ſo the Exit of King James did 
conclude the fourth Vial poured on the Sup, as we have. before 


noted 
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noted his Fathers Fate to be a ſignal Tranſattion of -its begin. 


' ning. But then, whereas the preſent Confederacy againſt France 


is the reſult of that Revolution, which ſeems not well eſtabliſhed 
ti!l the Confederates have ſo ſucceeded againſt that Sun, which 
hath ſktined with much ſcorching hear to the great annoyance of 
Chiiſtendom, as to make him fet 1n a Clond ; when this befals 
him, ( which ſeems very hopetnl as well as defireable) it may 
well be reckoned a TranſaCttion belonging to the fourth Vial, 
as being ſo connext with King J.mcw?s Exit, that the Fall of 
the one did involve the others Fall. 

Since therefore ſa great Conſequences are like to attend our 
late Revolution, they are much in the dark, who are ſo much 
concerned for our ſettling upon our old bottom or worldly ſtate, 
:icquieſcing in the Deliverance received, as if it rendred us as 
happy as is to be deſired, or however to be expetted ; like thoſe 
who reject all ſpeculations of Chriſt's Kingdom on Earth, tell- 
ing us, that he came not to intereſt himſelf in, or give diſtur- 
bance to the Rights of Princes or Civil Governments, his King. 
dom leing n«t of this world, Sug themſelves of like ſpirit with 
thoſe who ſaid, We will not have this Man reign over ts, But tho? 
his Kingdom be from above, as He himſelf was, and not from 
beneath, of this world, or according to the courſe thereof, yet 
its in this world, where He mait reign till be hath pus down all 
Authority and Power , all Enemies under his feet, and ſo make 
the Kinodoms of the World become the Kingdoms of our Lord and 
vis Chrift, &c. And the Laws and Liberties which we ſo Joy ins 
are owing to the advancement of his Kingdom on Earth. But 
the world being unable ſo to conſider them, claims them as the 
Rights of Free-born People, and which our Rulers are bound to 
res by Original Contratt with the People, &c, Whenas 
indeed, what Change there is in the Government of the Chri> 
ſtian world, from the abſolute dominion of Heathen Princes, 
proceeds from the V iftory gained over the powers of the world, 
by the Man-child being caught up unto God's Throne to role, 
and the Dragon being caſt out into the Earth, Rev, 12, which 
cauſed the great Revolution in the Empire deſcribed in the fixth 
Seal. . 

And what Liberty or Freedom can any pretend to, who are 
the Servams of Sin and Satan, who baving the Power of Death, 
taraugh fear of it, makes them all their L1-t:-1: 1m ſubjcit ro Bon- 
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lege. Which Bondage of Corruption all Mankind are fubje& 
to, ſo far as Redemption, throvgh Chriſt Jeſus hath not freed 
them from it- And they being thus the Children of wrath, 
wder the Thraldom of the Prince of the power of the Air, the 
ſri that worketh in the Children of Diſobedience, what Rights 
or Priviledges could they obtain? Or what Aſſurance could 
| they have of them when granted, by abſolute Heathen Rulers 
under the Prince of darkneſs ?. Whoſe Power did fet.them above 
the need of making ſuch Grants, and could eaſily fruſtrate them 
{| when made. So that, the Grants and Conceſlions whereby the 
Princes of Chriſtendom have obliged themſelves to their Sub- 
ets, and thereby enfranchiſed them from Heathen Thraldom, 
re owing to the downfal of the Devils power by his being caſt 
oot of Heaven, whereby they being unable to continue that ab- 
flute dominion, were driven to comply with their Subjects by 
ſuch Concefſions. And though his power hath bzen ſo reſtored 
by the Impoſtures of the falſe Propher, and othcr his ſubtle Arts 
to corrupt the Nations of Chriſtendom, as in ſome Countries 
moſt to fraſtrate the benefit of that Viftory over him, yet in 
athers it continnes to be enjoyed, and with that firmneſs in our 
Country, as to-make both former and latter Attempts to deprive 
» of it fatal to the Undertakers. And the late Revolution teems 
not onely deſign'd to confirm to vs that Benefit when there ap- 
reared ſo much danger of Icfing it, bur alſo mpch ro enlarge 
the ſame, by that advancemene of Chriſt's Kingdom, which 1s 
fenified by the Fall of the tenth part of the City. 

But we ſeem infenſible thereof, and as little diſpoſed to, and 
wepared for ſo great a Bleſling, as Lor and his Family were to 
fepart out of Sudom, to eſcape deſtruftion. It's too high a 
Bleſſing for the world to like, tho? it be well pleaſed with thar 
lready received, of being freed from Heathen Thraldom. Ir 
'an like ſuch Bleſſings that free it from the evils and miſeries 
that attend its lapſed ſtate, lying in wickedneſs, bur is not pleaſed 
mh ſuch Bleſſings that tend to recoyer it our of that ſtate by 
Reforming its Corruptions. Which Indiſpoſition to higher 
Neſſings deſigned us, makes the world o little ſenſible ro whom 
v aſcribe what we already enjoy, and fo to fail of rendring Him 
lue Praiſe and Thanks for the ſame, to whom all Fudgment 1s 
nmmitted, that all men ſhould honenur the Son as they honour the Fa- 
Iber, Men of the world can gladly embrace Chriſt as a Medi- 

ator 
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ator to reconcile them to God, and ſo to become their Say} 
our ia the next world, and as ſuch do him much Honour, ye 
they cannot like of his being their King to Rule and Govern 
them in this world, and therefore little own him as tuch; tho? 
ſurely they cannor well hope to find him the one to them who 
are averſe to his being the other. 7 

Bat whatever oppoſition-the coming of his Kingdom does meet 
with ſrom the Enmity of the world, yet God will ſer bis King 
pon bis boly Hill of Sion, and our of Sion will ſend forth the Rod 
6f bis ftren1th to make him rule in the midst of his Encns:3, - But 
He can have no Enemies, but thoſe who are fo to Truth and 
Righteouſneſs, the bringing; of which on Earth is the cnd of his 
Kingdom , whereunto He will conſum: the Aim of Sin with the 
breath of this mouth, and deſtroy him with the; brightneſs of bis 
coming, Which hath already fo enlightened the world, as to make 
great diſcovery of, and thereby much to adyance the deſtruftion 
of that Sor of Perdition ; & which will further ſo enlighten ic, as to 
diſperſe all the Clouds of darkneſs wherewith the Deceiver hath 
overwhelmed the deluded world, de##roy the face of covering ca#t 
over all People, and the vail ſpread over all Nations, whereby the 
Holy Mountain on which the Lord ſitteth King , ſhall be efta- 
bliſhed in the Top of the Mountains, and be exalted above the Hills, 
and all Nations ſhall flow unto it, and ſo the Moon ſhall be con- 
formded and the Sun aſhamed, when the Lord of Hoſts ſhall reign 
in Mount Sion and in Jeruſalem, and before his Antients glori- 
e'/ly. The accompliſhing wheredf is now haſtening, by the 
Jadgement that ſits to take away the dominion of the Bealt, on 
the Wirtneſles being riſen; and to bleſs us with a preludious 
falfilling thereof by the Fall of the tenth part of the City, ſeems 
to be the preſent work of Providence in this Nation. 

To make us ſenſible whereof, and thereby to prepare us for 
complyance therewith, and furtherance thereof, ſeems to be the 
meaning of the grear Change of Afairs that ſucceeded our late 
wonderful proſperous Revolution, v:z, -of the great Troubles 
that have ſince exerciſed and perplext us, and brought us into 
great. danger of confuſion and ruine. Wherein God's diſpleas 
fure with us is evident, yet accompanyed with ſignal Inſtances 
of his good Providence over ns, which ſhew the evils that have 
befaln us, not to be the Judgments of his Wrath, but admo- 
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Inflyenice of carnal fftereſt amt worldly Wiſdam, does obſtttict 
the 'itmprovirtg' ob; ! ' reat Defiverarice to its deſigned end ; 
us if we were as atrait of advancing furcher it Reformarion, as 


we were lately bf ha iverfn, 
Church, tiff we incor the fudgtnent threatned to her. Of God's 


| difpteafure ar ſach unrighteous doings' we have fetr, the effetts, 


and axe like further eo do fo, till we become inſtratted thereby, 
to improve thegreat Bleſſing received r9.4 furcherinig that greart 
deſigned us; whereby, fo to raife up in _us the love of Trut 
and power of Godlineſs, as to make all finiſter Coodltis of world 


' ly Wiſdom, and alt Hhfeleſs Formalities of Phariſalcat Righte- 


| Frath, and the fervi 


ouſneſs to vaniſh, and the Worſhipping God in Spirit and ih 
Hirt! in righteoufneſs and holineſs, to 


| become the prevailing Spirit in the Nation, and ſo to influence 
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W adminiftration of Affairs for the moſt adyantagious promoting 
the fame. And as theres fo litrle proſpect of. our becoming 
otherwaies ſettled, fo the various wonderful Proyidences, which 
in this Age heve befallen this Nation; have in a | po meaſbre 
prepared vs for ſuck a Change, Wher rby Fudgments ave in the 
Earth, the Inhabitants of the World will learn Righreonſneſs ; the? 
the ſame: be mach obſcored by the” ſpirit of ' the ' World conti- 
ming yer predominant; but wilt 'be mavifeſt; when the &dd of 
thoſe Providences; become difeoyered ,- by" their 'iſſving in" that 
happy Change whicty-wilt transform us'tnto 7 troe Chriſtian Dg- 
minion, and ſo, make. us Kejozce with the joy of Gods. People, 4a#4 
glory with bis Inberirance\, . being freed from Orhy Lords beſides 
Flim lrawing Dominion overt as;. that is, from the Thraldom: of 
Worldly Power, or. the' Spirit of the World continuing: predd- 


minant, PT: yr EE-IIN Wo. 

The goat Extras a the ſame hott, ray Ngname che affright 
ind terrout” of thereyit World' at fo happy 4 Ctange; and per 
haps alſo, great. Commotions raiſed: thereon” to *avoid' ir, "ard 
alſo: may further” ſignific the. aſtoniſhmenc of others at ir, tho? 
no Adverſaries. to 1t'; and likewiſe” the concallion it will make 
in the Bedy-pofiritk or worldly Fabrick -of the Government ; 
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which ſome rightly underſtand Dignities, . Offices, and Orders of 
Men officiating in the Government.z and then the ſlaying them 
will ſignifie their political death,,. as to their. ſo officiating or 
exercitng - worldly, pawer. as, before; . and the. number. 79co ſym- 
bolically-denotes ;how. completely this will be. fulfilled ; that is, 
what an. abſolute. diſſolutiof. will be of their palitick-ſtate, and 
redicing them, to a lifeleſs Condition , as to. their exerciſing 
ſuch-Power.. For as the riſing of the Sun does diſpel the dark- 
neſs of the Night ,. ſo.will all power of darkneſs or worldly 
power vanifh, at the riſing of the Sun of Righteouſneſs upon us, by 
the Witnelles being exalted to that Heaven of power whereto 
they are. called, &c. "But though the. Devils power becomes 
Hereby ſo. ſuperſeded-and determined, as to: put. an end to his 
War againſt the Saints, and his exerciſing any Authority againſt 
the Intereſt of Chriſts Kingdom, yet being not. then bound from 
deceiving the Nations, we are ſtill like to find a continuance of 
His ill fnfluence as a deceiver, ſo as much to, obſtru@t the pro- 
greſs of the, Witneſſes in their promoting the Intereſt of that 
Kingdom ., and ſo. to. make. this preludiops commencing of it 
with us to fall much ſhort. of its Luſtre [that will. ſucceed his 
being bound after the ſeventh Trumpet : --So that, the falling of 
the tenth part. of the, City ſeems to conſiſt in the ſpirit of Truth 
gaining the Aſcendent of the- Spirit of the World, by the Af- 
cent of the Witneſſes to Heayen, and ſo. transfgrming. us from 
a Worldly into a. Chriſtian ſtate, putting us. in a, Courſe of 
managing all-Affairs, for the molt, adyantagious. promoting of 
Truth and. Righteouſneſs, and i adyancipg of.,Chriſts Kingdom 
on Earth. © | 

We having ground from this Viſion ſuddenly to expett fo 
happy a Change, as I hope appears from my Expoſition of it, 
we ought .not to be doubtful of it,, by, reaſon of the fo littit 
tendency of Afﬀairs yet towards it, through the croſs Influence 
of carnal Intereſt ang, worldly Wiſdom being ſo prevalent to 
obſtruct it:. For, when ſuch awakening Providences as God hath 
viſited us. with, do ſo little, avail to open Mens eyes and turn 
their hearts to become enlightened with the Wiſdom which is 
from above, and is revealed by Faith in Him, in whom are hid 
all the Treaſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge, but that they conti- 
nue ſtill Tot to know, nor will they underſtand,” but walk on in dark- 
neſs, it betokens fuch a Change to be nearer at hand, an it 
becomes 
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ſo apparent, that God's Work can make no further 
_ in te World than its carried on by his Heavenly 
Power, And therefore, yhenas the-preſent diftracted State of 
the Nation does-ſo much need ſuch a- Change for” its happy ſet- 
tlement ; and alſo, that it's ſo prepared for it as before is nos 


| ted, onely the Spirit of the World continuing predominant, 


does obſtrult it, apd will do ſo,whilſt it-prevaily, How ſhould 


| but that God will complete the Aſcent.of his Riſen 
| Kara w— the Heaven of Power, whether they are called ? 


to gain the Aſcendent of the Spirit of the World, 
ws ric Augh. = that Turn to the Current of Afairs, as to 
accompliſh : that happy Change which we- ſo 'much 'need, and 


A Poſt-Scripr. 


i HE, Late. Revolntion: which the foregoing -Diſcourſe 
makes to bein; ovder; to: the: fulfilling! the 'Fall 'of the 
Tenth Part of the City, hath occaſioned a great Con» 
teſt about the Duty of Allegiance, viz. Whether it 
be due to him onely. who hath the legal Right to the Throne, 
though diſpoſſeſt of it, or to the Government or preſent Rul- 
ing Power ?- The great Concern of the Controverſie hath made 
it ſtrenuouſly managed on both ſides, with much Learning and 
ſubtle Reaſonipg, . yet with little ſucceſs in giving ſatisfaCtion, 
for want of. a due examining the nature and riſe-of the Govern- 
ment, which is the Subject of the Controverſie ; which doing, 
is -the- onely way to pur an end to it: For if Monarchical Go» 
vernment- is- derived from, and does conſiſt in Power, having no 
Right but: what Power gives, (as will appear. by examining the 
Riſe of it ) and this Power being of God, no Prince can be de- 
veſted of it;  but- by the Concurrence. as well as Permiſſion of 
God, who inveſted him with it, then all. Right to the Throne 
does determine with being outed of the dominion or power of 
Ruling, and every King, de fafo, is ſo far alſo King de jure, and 
ſo may be obeyed as ſuch. 
The confapuding the Patridtchical with the Monarchical Gor 
vernment,and making Adam to be the firſt Monarch,is ſo ground- 
leſs a Concelt, that it looks more like a politick Impoſture than 
a ſerious Opinion or Judgment ;- the one having no foundation in 
Nature as the other, and they differing as much as the Relation 
of Father and Son does from that of Maſter and Servant. And 
therefore Dr. Sherlock, ( the chief Champion on the one ſide in 
this Controverſie ) ſays, 7 har is evident that there's no natural 
Authority but the Paternal and Patriarchical Authority,and i! at Me- 
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rchies are erefied upon the Ruines or preat Diminution of it ; and 
ber this was by Conſent, ( or as 1; moſt probable) by violens 
Uſurpations, of which Nimrod ſcems to have been the firſt Exam: 
,, 1s equally unjuſt ; for no Authority is ſo ſacred as that which 
i 1arural, whith no Man had Authority to give away or uſurp : 
lt by this way God erefted Monarchies, and gave his Anthoriy 
1 them who bad none of their own, Caſ. of Alleg. p. 23- Where» 
zhe rightly makes the riſe of Monarchy to be on the ruines of 
%& Patriarchical Authority ; but then, that this riſe was by vio- 
nt Uſurpations, and if by conſent yet equally unjuſt ; and yer, 
lis by ſuch means God erected Monarchies, and gave his Au- 
rity, &c. ſeems difficult to make our the truth and conſilten» 
{4 thereof- And the Dr's- way of making: ſuch Uſurpations to 
iz Gods Authority, is ſuch as hath given. great Advantages a- 
inſt himſelf: For he makes the Ulſurper to be Gods Autho- 
ity, as ſet up by his Providence, who removeth Kings and ſet- 
*th up Kings, Cc. yet makes no legal Right to be altered there- 
7, and ſo. makes two concurrent Rights, &c, whereby he arms 
is Antagoniſts with ſach potent Arguments as are not to be 
ichſtood. 
| The Scriplers Caſe conſidered, in order to the giving an Account 
# Regal Government, does examine the Original of the two op- 
vite Kingdoms of Chriſt and the Devil in the World : where- 
5 he takes a right courſe, if he could but as rightly have proceed- 
in it. He ſuppoſeth Adam and his Polterity to have been ſet- 
vnder a Theocracy, and that Man was fo governed before 
Flood 3 and that all deſpotick or tyrannical-human Govern- 
wnts are not founded on any divine Authority, but are the U- 
"pt Empire of the devil, on his tempting Maw-to fall from his 
llegiance to God. Ard that this Government. being begun in 
i and thoſe who revolted with him, &«. was: after the Flood 


mived in Nimrod, continued ſo by his Succelfars to- Nebxucbad- 
1:4, and then by the four great Monarchies begun in him, &c. 
4d for deſtroying this Empire of the devil; he makes.-the Kings 
bm of Chriſt to be inſtituted by that Promiſe 0n Ada Fall, 
le ſeed of the Woman ſhall' break: the Serpents Head ; and that 
tereby Chriſt was then veſted in the Authority of tit2 Theo- 
cy, and hath exerciſed the ſame both before and fince his al- 
iming our Nature, by human Governments reformed by Righ- 


s Laws: Whereby thoſe Governments which had ſo mil- 
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dhievens a riſe, deſtrutive of Mankind, the goodneſs of Gog 


turned to a Blefling, condeſcending therein to our lapſed ſtats, 


which- could not bear the awful Soveraignty of the I heoc 


united to our innocent ſtate. And: ſuch reformed humane Gy- | 


vernments, by which Chriſt exerciſeth the faid Authority of the 
Theocracy, he maketh onely to be irreſiſtible, as having the di- 
vine Authority, &c. Which Account does Right, neither to the 
Kingdom of the devil nor of Chriſt, derracting from the Autho: 
rity of the one, and the Spirituality of the other, 

That the Kingdom of the devil is the Authority of G24, can- 
not be gain-ſaid, without doing much Violerice to Scripture ; 
His claim to the Kingdoms of the World, as dcl:wered to bim 
ro yive ro whom he will, Luk. 4.6. our Saviour does not gainſay, 
and does oft own him as Prince of this World, by giving him 
that Title, and ſpeaking of his Kingdom as Prince thereof. Which 
ſurely he would not bave done, it the devil were not Prince there: 
of by Authority, but onely by Uſurpation. And to imagine that 


the devil could advance himſelf to that ſtation, without God; 


authorizing him thereunto by his concurrence, ſayours of that 


Epicurean Spirit which excludes Gods Providence from governs | 


ing the World. For if the devil exerciſeth ſo great dominion 
by Uſurpation, and not under God, by his Authority, his Go- 
verniment is {ſo far excluded as the devil's does extend. But 
God does rule in all the powers of darkneſs, and they exerciſe 
no power but by Him, as our Saviour tells Plate, T kou couldf 


have no power againſt me except st was given thee from above. For | 
though they yield no voluntary obedience by obſerving his Laws, Jp 


yet they are under his Government and Reltraint, in the exer- 
ciſe of that .power wherewith- they purſue their wicked [nclina: 


tions, Whereby he makes them Inſtruments of fulfilling bis will 


when they rebel againſt Him. And the Heavenly ſtation of power 
which the devil poſſeſt in the Heathen Empire of Kome deſcribed, 
Rev. 12. by a great red Dragon in Heaven, baving ſeven Heads and 


ren Horns, and-ſeven Crowns on his Heads, &c. does ſhew his «do» | 


bvin, 
lwe | 


minion to'be-by . Authority, and not by Ufurpation z as alſo does yi 


the reviving of his Kingdom in the Ten:horned-beaſt, cap, 13- | 


To whom he gave his Power and Seat and great Authority, And 
though the dominion of the deſpotick Rulers under him, is by 


this Author but bis uſurpt _—_ yet by the Scripture it's the 
Authority of God, as appears by what is ſaid of Cyras, _ 
al 


L 25 ] 
of God Jud by Nebuchadnezt ar being told by D.a:5:4, That God had given 
d ſtats, JÞn 4 Kingdom, Power, Strength and Glory, cap.-2. 37. and by 
eocracy Js being called God's Servant, into whoſe hands he gave the 
ine Go- INations &'c. Fcr- 27. 6. So that, though this Author will allow 
y of the Ich Rulers to reign but by God's permiſſion, yet they are au- 
the di- Jthorized thereunto by his concurrence to their advancement, as 
- to the {ill after more ſully appear, 
* Autho: | But it ſeems to this Author a Reflexion on the divine Juſtice 
nd Goodneſs, to make ſuch deſtrutive Rulers God's Authority; 
dd, can- Jiut it will not appear ſo, if we look on them as Miniſters of his 
-ipture math, whom he hath ordained for Judgment and eſtabliſhed for Cor- 
{ to bim Jn*i07. And therefore it's ſtrange that this Author ſhould allow 
zainſay, JadeſtruCtive power to be of God's appointment for puniſhment, 
ing him Jud that therefore, rhcugh it?s not irreſiſtible upon the account of 
Which Ibvine Authority, yet 11s to be b;rn with till God accompliſh his pleas 
e there: {we on thoſe he fenurges w1t2 it, p. 29. and yet, that he ſhould 
ine that Jut allow ſuch power to be God*s Authority, tho? ſo appointed 
it God's | Him for the exerciſing that power ( given by him to that end) 
of that | thoſe who by following their own wates, become meet to reap 
govern» {ich fruit of. their doings, For whenas the Wickedneſs of the 
ominion $ld World was ſo great as to make God repent that be made Man 
his Go» = the Earth, and therefore to deſtroy that World ; and inſtead 
d. But If Reformation, the new World became immerſed deeper in 
exerciſe Jarruption, ( God deliſting from further ſtriving by his Spirit 
w couldft Jith ſinful Fleſhy as he had done with the old World, Ger. 6. 3.) 
26, For Fough He would not deſtroy it agaiu as before, by reaſon of the 


is Laws, Jappy end he deſigned to put to the wicked and miſerable ſtate 
Ie exer- It it; by his coming, Who ſhwld make Reconciliation for Iniquity, 
Inclinas Jud bring #n everlaſting Righteouſneſs ; yet till then, as the World 


his wil 9s become more lyable to death ( which is the Wages of Sin ) 
f power jan the old World, ſo ic was ſubjefted to him Who hath the 
ſcribed, Þ of death committed to him, thro? fear of which he makes men 
leads and their life time ſubje@ to bondage, under ſuch deſtruttive powers 
' his do» #govern onely by ſerpentine wiſdom or worldly policy, for ſa- 
1lſo does klying their Ambition and other boundleſs Luſts. Hence the 
cap, 13+ fur Beaſts ſignifying the four great Monarchies, Da». 9, do ariſe. 
y. And fitof the Sea, as alſo does the Ten-horned-beaſt, Rev. 13.& in 
n, is by J#. 17- 8. & cap. 11- 7. he aſcends out of the Bottomleſs-pit, 
2 it's the $alſo do the Locults ſignifying the Saracen Empire come thence, . 
Ela. 45 9. Which Seca and Bottomleſs-pit denote the Spirit of m_ 

an | nation 
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- "nation in worldly Rulers, ated by the Spirit of the world nn- 1 
der the Prince thereof, and the Abyſs of inſatiable Luſts they J #+ 
-are ſunk into, whereby they overflow and overwhelm the-world 7 Pc 
in Thraldom under the bondage of Corruption ; being vpheld 1] 
in fuch domination by thoſe Floods of wrgodly Mer, who are the | Al 
power of Hell, or of that Spirie which worketh in rhe Children | bil 
of Diſ»bedience, and thereby become the Waters thrt' make great | It 
and the deep that ſers on bigh, thoſe !Rulers in their defpotick do- | [0 
minion. Hence he, under whom they thus rule, is called Lev. | 20k 
athan the piercing erooked Serpent, and the Dragon th. is in the. ſou 
Sea, Eſa- 27. 1..and the deſtroying his dominion is ſignified by, 
There ſhall b: no more Sea, Rev.21, 1. thu 
Since therefore Man by Apoſtacy became ſubje&t to Apoſtate 7 © 
Angels, thoſe Principalities :nd Powers, and Rulers of the darkneſs | 38! 
of this World, &c. who gave riſe to the unnatural deſpotick 
dominion, whereby to eſtabliſh the Kingdom of darkneſs in the | #94 
World, it's evident that worldly Rulers under thoſe powers, | ®f 
tan have no Authority or Right to rule, but whit is founded | "18! 
on their Power, that 15, their Right-is rheir Power which they 
gain over lapſed Mankind, which by falling from God's Rale Prop 
over them, or deſerting their Obedience ro Him, become fo de- ſam 
ferted of him, and given oyer to the Miniſters of his wrath, thot 
whoſe Power is not uſurpt by God's permiſſion, ( which, as ſhew- 
ed before, does claſh with his providence as Governour of the | 95 
World ) but is given to them by Him, for fulfilling his Righ- Aut| 
teons Will on thoſe, who by revolting from Him, become meer}*9 
to be ſubjeted to ſuck Rulers- For how wicked ſoever are the}*<_ 
inclinations of fuch Rulers, yet they continue ſo under the ruleJ, 
of God's power, - when faln from his moral rule over them, as 
not- to be able ro commit: any evil without his concurrence, by 
giving way or letting them. looſe therennto, whereby he is the 
Author of the deed done, though not of the evil commitre& 
in the doing-it. As when wild Beaſts let looſe by their Kee-J7*! 
pers: commit deſtru&ion, though it be: wholly their deed, yet} 512 
the Keeper by reaſon of his letting them lcoſe is an Author'| 90d 
thereof, * = 
But God does further concur in the Advancing of worldly) Plea 
Rulers to- dominion, by aiding them. with His Power,. and with: 
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with Power, and deveſt them thereof. Thus did He gird Cyrus 
though he had not known him , and having inveſted him thus with 
Power (by reaſon of which he is called Gods Anointed to [ubdue 
Nations, &c. ) He looſed the Loins of Kings before him, Ea. 45. "op 
And when he deveſted Nebuchadneztar of his Power, its ſaid to 
him from Heaven, Thy Kingdom 3s departed from thee ;, and when he 
re-inveſted him with it, Nebuchadnez.zar faies rot onely, Ay rea- 
ſon returned to me, but alſo, For the glory of my Kingdom, my Ha- 
nor and Brightneſs returned to me, and my Counſellors and Lords 
ſought unto me, and 1 was eſtabliſhed in my Kinzdom, and excellent 
Majeity was added to me, Dan. 4. And of God's inveſting Princes 
thus with Power, and again deveſting them thereof, ſpeaks Job, 

cap. 12. ver. 18, 19, &c. And whereas rightful legal Princes are 
agreed to be the Power of God, how could they be outed by thoſe 

who are called Uſurpers, if they were not of God alſo ? Unleſs 

that Power which is not of God can prevail againlt that which is 

of him. And therefore, though Baſh did conſpire againſt his 

rightful Prince and flay him, and reign in his ſtead, yet ir's ſaid, 

That God did exalt him ont of the duſt, and make bim Prince woer his 

People, rt Kings, cap. 15. ver, 27. 28, cap. 16. ver. 1,2. And the 

fame mult be agreed to in the Caſe of Athaliah, &c. So that, 

though legal Right or Title be ſo much inſiſted on, to make a 

Prince the Authority of God, or a rightful Ruler, yet indeed it 

does not give right, and ſo make the Prince that hath it, the 

Authority of God, but helps to preſerve and defend him in that 

Power and Authority which God gives, as mens natural rights 

Ire nor given, but preſerved and defended by Law. 

For as the abounding of Fraud and Violence, did make poli- 
tick Laws needful for ſecuring mens Rights and Properties, ſo 
Worldly Rulers, through their oppreſſive dominion, and male- 
adminiſtration of Government, do make themſelves ſo uncaſie to 
their Subjects, as to find it ncedful to betake themſelves to what 
kcurity human policy can yield. Hence proceeds Oaths of Al- 
kgiance, and Declarations, and Confirmations of their Rights 
and Titles by publick As of ſtate, &c. which, though they 
may be of ſome uſe for their more quiet ſettlement whilſt ir 
pleaſeth God to continue them in their dominion, yet confer 
w Right which can continue, after their being ſtript of the 
wwer that did exalt them to the Throne. To which they 


could not have aſcended, but by the Concurrence and Aid of 
E 


God, 
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God, as aforeſaid, which: is as full a manifeſtion of bis Will, 
as an expreſs declaration of it could be; and therefore, as ef- 
fectual to give right to him that is advanc'd, and determine his 
right that is outed thereby. 

It may be Objeted, That Monarchs by eleQtion do tiereby re- 
ceive a right from the People to rule,whereby their dominion does 
not conſiſt only in power, but is founded alſo on right. To which l 
ſay, That ſuch Monarchs receive their power or anthority from 
the People by their Eleftion, no more than the chief Magiſtrate 
of a Corporation receives his from thoſe who elect him ; but as 
he derives the ſame from the ſupreme power of the Nation, 
whoſe Miniſter he is, though elefted by the Corporation, ſo fuch 
eleftive Monarchs derive their power and authority from, and 
are Miniſters of the ſupreme ruling powers of the World, v:z, 
of the devil, as Prince thereof, and of God, as ſuperintending 
the adminiſtration of that power committed to him. $o that, 
there can be no deveſting ſuch Monarchs of their power, with- 
out that concurrence of providence, as will alſo determine their 
Tight to rule; and the uſe of ſuch Eleftions is not to give Ayu: 
thority to rule, but to make a more happy Government, by a 
good harmony between Rulers and People, which is like to pro- 
ceed from ſuch conſent and choice. Beſides, EleCftive Monarchy 
is improperly reputed Monarchical Government, that properly 
importing ſuch abſolute dominion as prevailed in the Heathen 
World, and does ſtill ſo in Heathen and Mahometan Kingdoms, 
Bnt in the Infancy of it, before the Corruptions of the World 
and the Deluſions of the devil, advanc*d it to ſuch a height, it 
retained ſome mixture of the Patriarchical Government, on the 
ruines of which it was founded, whereby the People retained 
fome freedom and intereſt in the Government by choice of their 
Rulers, which they were after deprived of by the prevailing 
power of the devil; and which they have in ſome meaſure re- 
gained, by that declenfion of his power which Chriſtianity hath 
introduced ; of which 1 have ſpoken in the preceding diſcourſe 
and which is- Ggnified by the Feet and Toes of the great Image, 
Dan. 2, being partly iron and partly clay, typifying the Roman Em- 
pire its becoming divided into ten Kingdoms, (as it was ſoon after 
ns becoming Chriſtian) and becoming then partly fftrong and part 
broken, or brittle. Which broken power of the devil is at leng 
abſoiutely to be deſtroyed, by thar Kingdom which the God of Hes 


ven 
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\ bat ſhall beeak 
| @n preces and conſume all theſe Kingdoms, end . Stand for ever, 


yer- 44. 
| Alfothe Objections which are ſtrongly urged againſt Dr. Sher- 
bk, become invalid from what I have ſaid: For firſt, there can 
be no want of legal Title to him that hath all the right that 
ſuch Title can give, viz. That hath the power of God which 
cave riſe to ſuch Title; and therefore that Title will little a- 
vail the outed Prince, to whom the Dr. leaves it unaltered by a 
' rightful King ſer up by Providence, and fo makes two concur- 
| rent rights, as before noted. Nor Secondly, can the poſſeſſing 
of 2 Throne thus by Providence, be paralleld with a Thief 
or Robber*s poſſeſſing a Purſe by providence, &c. For there's 
not. the like concurrence of providence in the latter caſe as in 
the former, where God withdraws his power from him who is 
liſpoſſeſt, and aids him with it who is advanc'd, as before ſhew- 
ed, without which ke could not have fo prevailed. And yet 
there's that concurrence of providence in the latter caſe, by giy- 
ng way to thoſe Thieves and Robbers, and letting them looſe, 
s aforeſaid, to purſue their wicked Inclinations; as may ſuf- 
\{re to make one the Authority of God, who is advanced to rule 
by ſuch concurrence of providence; it appearing thereby, that 
God does not onely permit, but alſo will the event or ſucceſs, 
though not the wicked means uſed for the obtaining it. And 
Thirdly, that Inference from the Dr's. Aſſertion (which he knows 
'tot how to yield to, nor well to quit himſelf of it, viz.) tha 
Cromwel and the other powers that prevailed in thoſe times, will 
!hen be God's Authority, ©c. mult fron! what hath been ſaid, be 
fielded to without ſcruple. And indeed, they were more pro- 
xrly the Authority of God, than the legal power they prevail: 
d againſt. For that was but mediately his Authority as com=- 
Ing to rule according to the courſe of the governments of the 
World under the Prince thereof ; but thoſe powers that pre- 
riled againſt ir, were ſet up by the immediate interpoſition of 
xovidence, for preſerving and promoting the intereſt of Chriſts 
lingdom, againlt thoſe Antichriſtian deſigns driven on, which 
wolved the Nation in war, as appears by the preceding dif- 
n-urſe. And if thoſe powers were not thus ſet up of God, bur 
mere wicked Uſurpations, they muſt be of the devil; and for 
jim to interrupt and ſubyert his ordinary _ of Rs 
| 2 y 
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by ſuch changes as tend to the advancing of Chriſts Kingdom, and 
ſo to the leſſening his own power, would be like Satars caſting 
ot Satan, and bow then can his Kingdom ſtand ? | 

Its wonder therefore that Dr. Sherlock, who tells us, That the 

increaſe and deſtruction of the Kingdom of Antichriſt is to be accom- 
pli(ſPd by great Changes and Revolutions in human governments, v, 22, 
ſhould ſo ſeverely cenſure the tranſaftions of thoſe Civil Wars, 
and not look upon them to be alike Works of Providence for 
promoting the ruine of Antichriſt, whenas they gave ſo great a 
check to the Antichriſtian deſigns then driven on, and ſuch ad- 
vance to the intereſt of Chriſt's Kingdom, as that when, by the 
turn of affairs, thoſe deſigns were more eagerly than ever pur- 
ſued, and that with greater advantage than ever, both from a- 
broad and at home, to make the ſame ſucceſsful, yet all hath 
proved like the Rain deſcending, and the Floods coming, and the 
Winds blowing and beating on a Houſe ſounded on a Rick, his 
Kingdom having ſo emerged above all oppoſition, as to be now 
near a triumphant ſtate in this Nation. But it appearing by 
the Drs Preface, that the Liberty of Thoughts he hath taken, 
proceeds from the Authority of Biſhop Overals Convocation book, 
which freed him from the apprehenſtons of Singularity arid Nqvely 
which he was cramp*t with, he could hardly take greater freedom 
than the Authority of that Book gave; eſpecially, in Afﬀeairs, 
wherein he is alſo crampt with a great prejudice, which occa- 
ſioned his ſo crippling the Truth he aſſerts,in not giving it its due 
ſcope or extent, and thereby giving ſuch advyantage againſt him- 
ſelf as before noted. 

But whereas on Profanation of the Temple by Antiochus Eyi- 
phanes, it's ſaid Dan. 11. 32, The People that know their God ſpall 
be ſtrong and do Exploits, meaning the Reſiſtance made by the 
Maccabees, may not thoſe Exploits ( which are there ſpoken of 
with approbation ) be lyable ro be cenſured, as the Dr. does 
the Actions of the late Times, by the ſame meaſure wherewith 
he judgeth them ? For the one was a reſiſting Authority as much 
as the other, yea and more, as being begun by private Subjets, 
whereas the other was a Conflict of Authority with it ſelf, or 
of one part of the Legiſlative power with the other, and that 
upon urgent occaſion given, though it be called by the Dr. A 
bare-fac'd Rebellion, p, 46 And may not thoſe called choſen and 
faithful, wherewith the Lamb overcomes the Kings of the Hye 
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war with him, Rev. 14. and thoſe Armies ou White Horſcs in 
Heaven, following him that 1s faithful and true, and in righteouſ= 
eſs doth Judge and make War, cap. 19.11. I ſay, may, or (halt 
ot theſe Powers of Chriſt to ſettle him in his Kinzdom on 
2arth, be lyable, by the ſame meaſure, to the like Cenſures 
xith thoſe of the Dr. ? For they will not have the Authority of 
zorldly powers to bear them out, for thoſe they are to war' a- 
ainſt, as withſtanding the ſettling of Chriſt in his Kingdom ; 
ad therefore muſt aft upon his Authority, to whoſe ſervice, 
hrough faich and knowledge of Him, they have devoted them- 
elves. And ſo not being authorized by the viſible worldly po- 
'ners, Will be lyable to be cenſured, as the Dr. does thoſe of the 
ate Times, by the blind world, that judgeth onely according to 
wter Appearance. It's evident therefore, that through Know- 
:dge of God and Faith in Him, there may be ſuch a diſobe- 
lence and reſiſtance of worldly Rulers by their Subjects, as is 
ighteous in his ſight, and acceptable ſervice to Him, however 
vademned of Men. $o thar, as the whole projet of Antichriſt 
s under the guiſe of a Chriltian Profeſſion to ſubvert Chriſtia- 
ity, ſo the Doftrine of Non-reſiſtance, as it hath been mana- 
xd by many, is a playing the like game; that is, under the 
Colour of teaching the pure Chriſtian DoCtriue of Paſſive Obc— 
lience, to deter Men from being concerned in the great works 
if Providence againſt the powers-of the World, for the advancc« 
ng of Chriſt's Kingdom thereia, and fo, as much as may be, to 


1»ſtruCt the coming thereof. 


Since therefore the deſpotick dominion of worldly Rulers, is 
but the Empire of the devil, which he gave riſe to by tempting 
'Man to fall, and which Chrilt came to deltroy by deſtroying 
he works of the devil, thoſe bands of corruption which link 
ſnſul Man to the Thraldom of his power, it appears how in- 
apable Men are of, and unmeet for Liberty, whilſt they con- 
tinve the Servants of ſin, and that there's no truc Freedom bur 
that wherewith Chriſt does make them free ; no Laws (though 
they be ſo. much confided in ) being any ſecurity for Mens Rights 
nd Liberties, whilſt the dominion of ſin in them, does make 
them the Vaſlals of Satan, taken captive by bim at bis will, And 
therefore thoſe forms of Government which make a Nation re- 
puted a Free People, do little. avail thereto,. fnrther than they 


reſerve them from being ſo deeply immerled in corruptions 
ay 
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as other Nations, and ſo make them retain ſome vigour and 
ſtrength to maintain their Rights and Liberties. Hence it hath 
been a policy of deſpotick Rulers, to corrupt their People by 
licentious Liberty , whereby to make them more firmly their 
flaves ; they being thereby diſperited to ſtruggle for Freedom 
and are made in love with Thraldom. As the Cappadocians "Mg 
ing a more vicious Nation than any other, did refuſe the liber- 
ty of being made a Free People when oftcred it by the Romans; 
no liberty being regarded by ſuch People, but that of ferving 
their Luſts that reign in them z whereby that Government is 
moſt pleaſing to them, that does moſt indulge them in the be- 
ing Servants of Sn and free from Righteouſneſs, the bands of which 
they would break and caſt away the cords thereof from them, And 
when Men by Apoſtacy from God, become ſo degenerated into 
Enmity againſt Him, that is, againſt Truthfand Righteouſneſs, 
they are fit Subjefts for the domination of ſuch Powers, as will 
have as little regard to the ſame in ruling over them, but deal 
with them according the bruirtiſh ſtate they are ſunk into. 
The proper end indeed of aff worldly powers, is become the 
Minifters of God for good, by being a terrour to evil and not to 
590d works; and in ſome meafure they uſually prove ſo, human 
Policy or worldly wiſdom moving them to reſtrain great Ex- 
ceſſes in wickedneſſes. But when ſuch heroical Princes are ad: 
yanced to rule, as fnoſt purſue the due ends of Government, 
yet all that they can effect is but like palliating Cures. The 
in-ſide is firſt to be cleanſed, that the out-ſide may be clean al- 
ſo; whilſt the Corruptions of ſinful Fleſh remain unpurg'd, 
they will have their courſe of evil Operations : Till men have 
found the ſtrait paths of Life, they will be ſtraggling in the 
broad ways of deſtruction ; and whilſt they are thus held with 
the cords of their ſins, there's no freeing them from the Thral- 
dom of Satan: There's no recovering them from that ben- 
dage of Corruption, but by that redemption which ſaves them 
from their ſins, and makes them free by the Truth, and fo 
delivers them from the power of darkneſs, and tranſlates them into 
the King dom of our Lord, The power of the devil muſt be de- 
ſtroyed, by deſtroying his works that gave riſe to it. This there- 
fore being the end of Chriſt's Kin dom coming on Earth, How 
defireable are all Advancements it in the world! And how 
delizhtfal ovght to be ſuch Tokens of its approaching as our 
Saviour 
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15aviour ſpeaks of, When theſe chings begin to come to paſs, lock, 
y and lift wp your heads, for your Redemption draweth near, ard 
when you ſee theſe things come 10 paſs, the Kingdom of God tis nigh 
\# band, Luk. 21. ver, 28. 31. Wherefore, my preceding Expoli- 
tion giving an Account of a preludious commencing of that King: 
dom in this Nation being at hand, to end our preſent Troubles 
|and Diſtractions, in a ſtate of Chriſtian Peace and Liberty, by 
difolution of all oppoſite power thereto; it muſt ſurely 
'he a welcome diſcovery to all who are ſo much Friends to the 
Truth, as to deſire that it may prove true; for they, 1 hope, 
will ſee ſufficient reaſon to perſwade them of the Truth of it. 
| Whereas I ſaid, that the Author of the Scruplers Caſe con- 
fdered, does detract from the Spirituality of Chriſt's Kingdom, 
2s well as from the Authority of the devils Kivgdem, I ſhall 
now give ſome brief Account of it, though it not much con- 
'cerns the purpoſe of my Poſt-ſcript. His ſuppoſing Adam and 
his Poſterity to have been ſettled under a Theocracy, and that 
Man was ſo governed before the Flood, may be allowed, mean- 
ing thereby, that he was not governed then by any human Go- 
rernment ſet up by politick Laws, but by the Law of Nature, 
'or Law of God written in Mans Heart ; by wbich Law the P:-- 
ternal or Patriarchical Authority was exerciſed. But he is much 
out in further ſuppoſing, that the putting the Government into 
the hands of one of our own nature, by the aforeſaid promiſe 
lon Adams Fall, was « Cmnar/crrtion ro tur lapſed ſtate, whici 
tu'd nt bear the awful Scacraigity of a Theocracy annexed to cur 
mocent ſtate, as if Chriſt's Kingdom was inferiour to the Theo- 
cacy annext to that ſtate, whenas indeed it's much ſuperiour 
to the ſame, For Adam in innocency was but in a natural cars 
tal Nate; he was a natural Adam, cr living Soul, of the Earth 
\wthly , but the ſecond Adam, the Lord from Heauen being a 
qickning Spirit, came to bring that ſpiritual Theocracy, or diſ- 
xnſation of divine Life, which is the coming of the Kingdom 
if Heaven on Earth ; whereby Chriſt does rule in believers, and 
s by them to rule the world, and which was not known to the 
world, till revealed by the Prince of Life, who brought Life ard 
Immortality to Light by the Goſpel : It was before the bidden ws/- 
im of God, ordained before the World unto our Glory, ehe Myite- 
'nies bd from Ages and Generations, but now made manifeſt to the 
(nts, Col. 3, 26: hid from the Prophets that prophclicd of it, 
and 
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LS 
and the Angels that defired to look into it, 1 Pet. Chap, y, 

Whereas therefore this Anthor, makes not onely Chriſts King- | 
dom to be inſtituted by the aforeſaid promiſe on Adam; Fajj 
but alſo him thereby to be veſted in his Authority, and to have 
exerciſed the ſame in human Governments, reformed by righte- | 
ous Laws, &c. both before and ſince his aſſuming our Nature: 
and alfo does aſcribe ſo much Vertue to Faith in Him, before 
his coming , as that it was ſufficient to free Men from that Coy. 
ruption | f Nature wherein th: ſpiritual dominion of the Devil did 
conſiſt, and to reunite them by a Loly Nature to the Father of Spi- 
rits, p.22. He ſeems to have little Knowledge of that ſpiritual 
diſpenſation » which the coming of Chriſt did introduce, and | hes 
thereby commence the Kingdom of Heaven on Earth. For Be- rd 
lievers in Chrilt before his coming, dyed in Faith, not having 
received the Promiſes, but having ſeen them afar off, and were per- 
ſwaded of them and embraced them, &c. So that, tho? they might 
joy in the perſwaſion of ſo happy a State to come, yet they did * 
it without knowing what it would be, as Men joy in belief of 
a happy State in the other Life, without knowing what it will | low 
be; and therefore ſurely could not find ſuch happy effetts from \ſeem 
Belief of it, till revealed by his coming. For whenas we be. | M{fil 
bolding as in 4 glaſs, the Glory of the Lord, are changed into the Jirmg 
ſame Image from Glory to Glory, &c. So that, the Righteouſneſs of | mt 7 
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God reveal:d in us from Faith to Faith in Him , is wrought in 1%df 
vs by contemplating the manifeſtation of God in Him, How 
could this be till he was made known to the world, or became 199% 
God manifeſted in the Fleſh? There was therefore before, no I{tein 
ſuch Vertue of Faith in Him for renewing our Nature, and Jnulſt 
freeing Men from the Corruption of it, as this Author imagines; If 
nor any Reformation by righteous Laws, but what is competent Jite 
to politick worldly Governments, where the Spirit of the world 
will prevail in the modalizing them, and ſo make the Refor- 
mation by ſach Laws amount to no more than his Government, 
who when he finds it for the Intereſt of his Kingdom, can tran/- 


{8H 
66vy 
frdt 
town 
form himelf into an Angel of Light, and his Miniſters imo Mi | .S. 
Ih 
nd h 
ſotine 
bm; 


nifters of Righteouſneſs, | 
And there were ſome Heathen Emperours, who muſt be grant- 
ed to be worldly Powers under the Prince of this world, that 
yet will put in for Rulers, by whom Chriſt did exerciſe his 
Authority of the Theocracy, according to this Authors Account Jann 
thereof, 
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by righteous Laws can amennt te 


thereof," 'But no Reformarion 


ap, 1 

ts Ki... 1 6 Thebttacy of -Chrito Kingdom, withoat The vonocurrence- 
> of 6 fieydt Pole! whit is ith” Lifhodf.att his Law, whe 
to haye dn the! dominion of Cheiſ% Kingdom, 'or the Kingdom 'of 


'rl hte. yen Which he brought on Earth; dots ron(Mt 3<wedeing there- 
Nacke, by enabled ro att aetordibg 1s the Judgments of Truth'contrary 
before | to the Spirit of the World, and ſo, to overcome the World, and 
at Coy. | Hance the Kingdom of Heaven 68 Earth. And yer this Author 
evil dia | ſeefits farce to baye highey- conceptions of the State of that King- 
of $zi. | doth in irs perfettion, than what he 1indpines of it before and fince 
ſpiritual 1 Orit's' coming, "For 'he calis the-21illewiinm,” Theſe happy times, 
'e, and Ihe by mewn of Chy ifs viſible Miniftcrs the World ſhall be reſto: 
For Be- 14 to /o peateable « Condition, as will be proper for putteng down all 
| having |ither Rue and Anthority bun his own, and ſubjetting all things im- 
Pere per- medi arely to himfelf. 3 Þ- 23+ but no mention of that ſpiritual do- 
y might | minion wheremith- be ſhall then reign. Se that, by thoſe happy 
they did (times he ſeems onely to underſtand a Chriſtien Commogi-wealth, 
elief of \Mherein the former- worldly ſtate of Government ſhall be pur 
t it will |4own, and the 'Saints' ſhall rule onely by -Chriſt's 'Laws, but he 
ts from \ſrems not aware of that diſpenſation which onely can enable to 
we be. 1 flfil his Laws, and which is fignified by The Tabernacle of God 
into the ? nm g with men, and bis dwelling with them, and the New Feruſalem 
meſs of | > wry 'the- Sur or Morn to ſhine into ut, | hivity the Glory of 
vght in 1 Lamd he Lark to be the' light #heresf, -dfid che Throne of - God 
\, How Ji che Lamb in if, whe by- eheiy 'eat ing of "rbe' Tree of ' Life, and 
became {#i-&ny 'of the Waters of Life freely, &&e.” © And it's Chriſt's te- 
re, no I{vcing' the World to an immediate ſubjeRtioh to himſelf, that 
>, and Jnuſt introduce that peaceable ſtate which this Author Imagines 
agines; Ifit- World ſhall be reſtored to, to prepare it for -bis immedi- 
mpetent Jite'Rule; and - thoſe viſible Miniſters by whom! lie Tuppoſerh 
e world I/'{prepitatioh to be ni2de, mblſt* be His Miniſters id human 
Refor- IS$vernnents; and fo are'more likely to'oppoſe than make pres 
rnment, — $5 immediate Rule, 'by' whict' they ſhall'be put 
n tra!/- 1Own; | | by = 
7 iT '' This Author therefore, by aſcribing ſo much Vertue to Faith 
in Chrift+ before His coming, both for betreting human Natyre 
 grant- Jind human Governinents, 'and-by making {ſuch -Goyernments re- 
d, that Jtmed 'By ri#hteons Vays, tobe the Theoorkey of Chrift®s King- 
ciſe his 16m; he foes in effett 'retlace The {ptritiial ion on of that 
\ccount \kingdags into a ſtare of legal Rigitteoulnes, of living accord- 
thereof, | E ing 
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[ | 
jog to the Precepts af: the Goſpel, witheut the aid of that Po; 
wer which onely can. enable us to do' it, apd ſo, ah pe 
Chriſtian Profeſſors, 'dogy; Rupable 2s the. Righteouſneſs of Gol t | 
by -F8ith, 31 Hike; manger as, the 1raclitgs are deſcribed ip hay 
dones Rom. 94 32- 33+ 64þ« I 2 3. And his-conceus of Chril 20d b 
the devils Kinzdom in the other World, are as odd. as thoſe of %:ti 
their ſtate in this World, 
For he makes the uſurp't Authority of the devil, to be ſpiri- * 
tual in the other World over the Sguls of. men, as well as tem- 
poral i this, f7., and makes the Fighting of 44chacl and his An- 
gels, and the Devil. and his Angelssi &ev.,1 2,;;to ſignihe the pers 
petual War in. the other Warld, between the oppoſite Powers | 
of Chriſt. and the devil, for the domigion qver Souls, p. 21, 
whenas doubtleſs ic ſignifies, the War that enſued between the | 
Chriſtian and Pagan Emperours, and other Champions for Pa- 
avi{in, . 09; the foxmer profeſſing Chriſtianity, which produced 
the great. Reyolution; deſcribed jn the ſixth 'Seal, ſpoken of in 
the preaeding difcourſ.:, And it appears apt-thax the devil hath | 
any. concexn with. Sgvls, 'further-than to corrupt them with his 
deceits aud allurements of this Life, whereby tp ſecure them ug- 
der his Thraldom, and ſq ta. ſtrengthen his Kingdom in the 
World: And Chriſt does withſtand and oppoſe the fame, by, | 
the .counter-working of his Spirit, by which he deſtroys the. | 
works of the devil, and is at length to'ſubdue all things to bim: 


ſelf : And to imagine-any ſuch War for dominion over Spuls, dir Y 
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ſtint from what js trapſated between thaſe oppoſite powers in. 
this. Life, by the Conflict between Fleſh agd Spirit, is an unac» 
countable Conceit. | 
But- this Author, in thus attempting to give an Account of | 
Riſe of the, Kingdom of Chriſt and the devjl in the World, | 
hath -hit. upon the; propereſt courſe for ending our pe Con- 
txoyerſies: about the Duy of Allegiance. to Worldly' Powers. 
For when it appears, That their Power or Authority hath no 
foundation in Nature, and ſo cannot be conſidered as thoſe Pro» 
perties that are founded on natural Right, but is derived from, * 
and exerciſed under him, who by ſeducing man into like Apo- 


| 
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fate State with himſelf, at length obtained the. dominion oyer 
him ; and, that,as God did give him that Power for corretting 
and diſciplining. by Thraldom, thoſe who wayid not be kept in 
Obegjence to. Him whoſe Service is perfett Fregdom ;, ſo he doe 
= | enlarge 
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ularge and ſtraiten it, and otherwaies govern and controul him 
the exerciſe of it, as beſt ſerves the ends for which he gave 
Gi : So that, no Changes or weighty Afﬀairs of Government can 
hay tranſated without his Concurrence who: thus ſuperintends 
MM adminiſtration of that Power he gives, Theſe Conſide- 
aſe of ations will remove all doubt concerning the Right to the Du» 
q of Allegiance, when it's apparent where the Ruling Power 
ſpiri- lides ; eſpecially, in caſe of ſuch Changes as are for the eaſe 
; tem- ud relief of People from their oppreflive Thraldom ; for they 
| ſ| proceed from the interpoſing Providence of God, as ſure» 
as the devil will have no hand in the leſſening bis own 
er. And therefore, How can we doubt of our late great 
olution proceeding thence, having already found ſuch hap- 
effefts of it, and having ſuch grounds of hopes of much 
ter, from that fulfilling the Fall of the Tenth Part of the 
ity, which the preceding Expoſition gives an Acconnt of ? 
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